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2.0 Opening Statement

The Bahamas, a small island developing state, is fully
committed to achieving the 203@Anda for Sustainable
Development. These global goals amnsistent with

and are fully intefdatantled i nt

Development framework.

In 2014, The Bahamas began the process of developing
a 25year National Development PlaNision 2040
Recognizing the synergies between the National
Developnent Plan and the Sustainable Development
Goals, the Government of The Bahareasured that the
2030 Agenda has been localised into its national

development planning processeteby providing a

roadmap for the implementation of the SDGs. As will

Dr. the Hon. Hubert Minnis
Prime Minister of the Commonwealth of The

Bahamas the 16 National Development Goals, The Bahamas will

be discused in more detail in this report, by achieving

al so be achieving the 17 Sustainabl e Developm
In order to ensure that all sectors of society are invohretitake ownership of the Sustainable
Development Goals, the Governmastestablishinga Sustainable Development Goals Inter

Agency Technical Committee with membership from government minisiridsagencieshe

private sector, civil society and academiThis approach will alsensure full integration of the

three dimensions of sustainable development in economic, social and environmental policy.

The Bahamas recognises that in order to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals, the country
will also reed strong institutions and access to the necessary resources. The Government has and
continues to take steps to strengtherpiiblic institutions including througthe introduction of a

new programme to strengthen its financiadabudgetary managentesystems;programme

delivery capacity and the development of a National Statistical SysteBtrengtheninghe

countryods st taprodacehiglt quality, tinefy,adiable gnd disaggregated data, is
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particularly critical to support effectivyeolicy and decisiormaking and to ensure the continuous

review of the countryds progress in the i mple

The Bahamas understands that meaningful sustainable development is critical for its very survival.
The Bahamas is therefore fully committed to achieving the 203@nfla for Sustainable

Development.

The Bahamas looks forward to continuing its partnership with the United Nations as it strives to
implement the 2030 Agenda and extends its appreciation ®ettretary General for the United

Nat i contifusdsupport to The Bahamas.

The Bahamas is pleased to present its National VoluRtviewat the 2018 High Level Political
Forum of ECOSOC to showcase the work which has been done towards meaningagrdenel
for its citizens and residents and also to learn from the experiences of the other 46 countries

presenting this year.
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3.0 Highlights

The Bahamas is a lelying, smaltisland, archipelagic developing state. The country has enjoyed
the peacefulrainsition of Government within its Parliamentary democracy over its 45 years as an
independentountry, with 4 Prime Ministers serving during tpatiod The economy, driven by

the twin pillars of tourism and financial services, has been genetatigg delivering a high
quality of life evidenced by a strong Human Development Index score increasing from levels of
0.778in 1990 to 0.792 in 2015.

Neverthelessthere are some important negative trends which suggest that many have been left
behind aghe country progressed. Youth unemployment, for example, has remainédisigly

to as much as 30% in 2015. Some 13% of the population lives in poverty, with 25% of these being
children between the ages ofl8. Key industries are not producing egbwrowth to drive
sufficient employment expansion. Challenges prevail in both the public education and health care
systems leading to less than optimal results. The country is experiencing serious infrastructure
gapsas there is a need to replicate exgiee roads, bridges, schools, electricity generation and
solid waste management systeéhtmeughout the archipelagacluding tosome sparsely populated
islands and cays As a result, there is marked uneven development. Development is further
challenged by public institutions which require strengthening, increased accountability,
transparency and effectivenedsinally, like so many small island develag stategSIDS), the
countryod6s greatest threat i s i trise. Medomeyrhasbi | it
experienced, for three successive years, 3 major hurricanes of category 3 or higher at a total cost
of $$678 million or 5% of GDP. Sea level rise threatens major tourism properéeg,of the

C 0 u n nainport§ wad networks drof sea ports.

Integration of the SDGs into the National Development Plan

In 2014, The Bahamas began the process of developingyaa29National Development Plan:
Vision 2040 Recognizing the synergies between the National Development Plan and the
Sustinable Development Goals, the Government of The Bahanssed that the 2030 Agenda
was localised into its national development planning protesstiy providing a roadmap for the

implementation of the SDGs.



Institutional Arrangements

The national proessf o r preparing The Bahamasod SDG rev
collaboration between the Economic Development and Planning Unit (EDPU) in the Office of the
Prime Minister OPM) and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. However, it is recognized that these
institutional arrangements must be strengthened and formalized to ensure that all segments of
society are more involved in, and take ownershipghef Sustainable Development Goals. The
Government is therefore establishin§wstainable Development Godlschnical Committee with
membership from various government ministrée®l agenciesprivate sector, civil society and
academia to ensure full ownership of the Sustainable Development Goals and full integration of

the three dimensions of sustainable depsient in the areas of economic, social and

environmental policy.

Leaving No -One -Behind

Groups and communities which are marginalized or have not benefited sufficiently from the
successes of the country have been identified. Strengthening the resiliehese groups a

key goal of the recommendatioaadthe implementation framework of the SDGs through the
National Development Plan. It is important, for example, to develop programmes that address the
underlying causes of poverty and joblessneghéncountry. These programmes must consider

the special issues of the elderly, youth at risk and the particular, but different challenges for both
men and women.This includes the need for applyinggandered lens to policy solutions and
programme devepment. There are also geographical disparities within the cotintvith some

of the most vulnerable communities being found on the more sparsely populated islands of The
Bahamas and also on New Providence in one of the oldest and most historic coesmufoti

this reason, the Government in collaboration with Civil Society, Academia and the Private Sector
has created a special zone for a traditionall
Communityo as a pil ot f aation astrategp fioqusing bnesocmliande p o v
economic empowerment, rejuvenation, smart and green technology and programmes which focus

on youth and the elderly.



Areas where support is needed for finance, capacity -building,

technology, partnerships, etc.

The Bahanas recognises thtt achieve the Sustainable Development Goals, the country will also

need strong institutions and access to the necessary resources. Notwithstanding the high GDP per
capita of the country, The Bahamas remains a vulnerable, develapingyc The Government

continues to take steps to strengthen its public institutions including, the introduction of a new
programme to strengthen its financial and budgetary management systems, programme delivery
capacity and the development of a NatioB#tistical System Strengthening he count r y
statistical capacityo producenigh quality, timely, reliable and disaggregated data, is particularly

critical to support effective policy and decisioraking and to ensure the continuous review of the

comtrybdbs progress in the implementation of the
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4.0 Introduction

The Bahamas is a small islandveloping archipelagic nation of over 700 islands and cays of

which about 29 are populated. The country has population obxippately 351,461 peoplfe,

clustered mainly on two islandsNew Providence Island (the location of the cagit&assau)

with just over 70% of population, and Grand Bahama Island with just under 15% of thatjwop

Island.? The other outlying, lessensely populated islands are known as the Family Islands. As a
Smal | |l sland Developing State (SIDS), The Bah:
amplify its sensitivity to harmful external shocks. These vulnerabilities emanate from a limited
resource base; high dependence on export earnings; a small domestic market; high susceptibility

to climate change, and exposure to natural and environmental disasters.

As discussed in Pafg of this report, The Bahamas has fully embraced the 2030 Agenda
Sustainable Development, by ensuring that the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) which are
aimed at: (@) ensuring inclusive and sustainable economic growth with quality job creation and
decent work for all, (b) ensuring social inclusion to fadditaccess to quality education and health
care; and (c) promoting safe and resilient communities and environmental protection; have been

i ncorporated in The Bahamas Nati onal Devel opm

The SDG implementation process is lWwelderway in many sectors as detailed in $aand 6of

this report. Implementation is aided by strong governance arrangements particularly with respect
to the existence of a stable, participative democracy with largely independent judicial institution
Notwithstanding this progress, the Government acknowledges that public sector strengthening is
required to achieve stronger and more consistent implementation resaojtsdowdown of the

reform agenda has the potential to reduce the efficiencywefgment ministries, particularly with
respect to implementation of government poliéiexluding the SDGs. The Bahamas has
undertaken an ambitious project through the Public Financial Management/ Performance

Management ReforrRrogramme with support frorthe InterAmerican Development Bank to

! Department of Statistics 2012010 Census of Population and Housing
[http://www.soencouragement.org/forms/CENS03$0084903300. pdf]

2 Department of Statistics. 2010 Census of Population and Housing.

3 The Bahamas National Development Plan Vision2040 page 46



strengthen government institutions. The paomgme will result in, among other things) the

creation of aPr i me MiDelivey UmtrreSmonsible for ensuring that priority policies are
implemented and (b) théevelopment of a National Statistical Systerensure that there is
adequate data to assess and monitor the implementation of the SDGs. A more detailed discussion

of this endeavour is discussed in Famnder interventions for SDG 16 and 17.

With tepideconomic growth rates, rising poverty rates, weak education outcomes, persistent skills
and productivity deficits and increasing threats and economic losses due to climate change; the
purposeful and dedicated implementation of the 2030 Agenda throuljlatiogal Development
Framework is more critical than ever for The Bahamas. This ambitious agenda of reform, with its
multi-d i mensi onal approach, has the potenti al
strengthening its infrastructure, and placing toeintry on a stronger path towards economic
competitiveness in support of meaningful sustainable development which leaves no oné behind.
As will be demonstrated throughout this report in in Part 5, the Government is committed to taking
active steps to awire that citizens and residents reach their full potential for the overatirammn

social and political development of the country thereby realising the SDGs.

Part 7 of this report will address the means of implementatioluding the challenges fat&vith
implementation and Part 8 will address the next steps in the process to foster sustainable
development within The Bahamas.

4The Bahamas National Development Plan Vision2040 page 135



5.0 Methodology and process for preparation of the

review

The process for the preparation of The Bah@matsonal review wasoordinated byollaborative
efforts betweerhe Economic Development and Planning Unit (EDPU) in the Office of the Prime
Minister (OPM)and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The EDPthe focal point of contact for the
National Development Plan (NDR3,responsible for ensuring and monitoring the implementation
of the SDGs at the national, local and Ministerial lewslsile the Ministry of Foreign Affairs has
responsibility forcontinued monitoring of SDG related initiatives at the international .|&\es
collaboratiorhas been supported bificers fromotherGovernment Ministries, Departments and
Agencies, civil society organisations, academia and the private secfbhne institutional
arrangements will be strengthened by the formal establishmenSabtainable Development

Goals Technical Committee

Two critical partnershiphave aidedn the preparation of this report. The first is with the United
National Development Programme (UNDP) which has supported, through a grant to the University
of The Bahamas, theompilation of an SDG country report in collaboration with@féce of the
PrimeMinister, alongwith the preparation of a statistical compendium of Tier 1 SDG Indicators,
an advocacy plan for an SDG programme of action and a thematicappoéchanisms to ensure

that no one is left behindThe University ofThe Bahamas assisted in the drafting of this report.
The second partnership is with the United Nations Economic Commission for Latin America and
the Caribbean (UN ECLAC) whichiill be providing technical support through a grant from
Government of Germanyd the German Society for International Cooperation to conduct a needs
assessment for the strengthening of ongoing SDG statistical reporting and to assist with the

development of the institutional arrangements for the ongoing SDG monitoring process.

Seweral initiatives have been undertakeo ensure the sound preparation of this report. In
September 2017, the EDPU mapped the SDGs to the purpose and missions of the various
government Ministries and Agencies. Each SDG was assigned a lead Governmeptaagenc
supporting agencies were identified. This matrix was distributed thootigire Government.



Additionally, in September 2017, the EDPU requested information from all Government
Ministries and agencies on the public policies and programmes thaspemiéc to their sector

which are contributing to the implementation of the SDGs. Information from those submissions
have been incorporated into this report. This exercise also assisted with identifying existing gaps
in public policies and programmes tlvirespect to implementation of the SDGs as well as

highlighting tradeoffs and emerging issues.

To ensure that civil society was fully included in the preparation of this report, the Government of
The Bahamas has also met with Civil Society represgatatip allow for the exchange information
regarding contributions made by Civil Society on SDG related programmes and initiatives.
However, @eper engagement with Civil Society is required to ensure full participation and
engagement of all sectors of sagi

With respect to private sector involvement, The Bahamas Chamber of Commerce oversaw the
involvement of the Private Sector in the review process. Consultations of the SDG process with
the Chamber of Commerce commenced in October 2017. The substahose consultations
hasalsobeenincluded in this reportHowever, it isalsorecognized thaturther engagement with

a wider cross section of the private sector is required.

The report is to be presented by fheme Minister at the High Level Pol&l Forum of the

Economic and Soci&ouncil of the United Nations in July 2018.

Policy and Enabling Environment

The Bahamas has a politically aware and engaged population. Historically, labour unions have
been extremely strong and active. There ieainemely high voter turnout rate of over 80%.
Awareness of public policy is gained through widespread newspaper readership, traditional and
social media and an active radio media which
topical issueof the day. There is a Government information services agefdye Bahamas
Information Services and the Government has a website which includes information on its

programmes. There is a public broadcasting company offering television and radio ctwerage



all islands of The Bahamas. For the first time in Bahamian history, the current administration
appointed a Press Secretary to direct government communications within the Office of the Prime

Minister. The population has an expectation to be informed.

Creating Ownership of the Sustainable Development Goals:

National Level Discussions

BAHAMAS SYMPOSIUM | 21-23 FEBRUARY In February 2017, the Government of The

IMPLEMENTING THE 2030 AGENDA FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND THE Bahamas hosted a United Nations Symposium
SAMOA PATHWAY IN SMALL ISLAND DEVELOPING STATES (SIDS):
EQUIPPING PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS AND MOBILIZING PARTNERSHIPS o n Imglementing the 2030 Sustainable
St
] o \ O Development Agenda in Small Island
° "%*ﬁg/ssau =i . - .
72\*‘% e 4 Developing Stes (SIDS): Equipping public
G = institutions and wthbil i zi

w’ =

the support of the United Nations Department
of Economic and Social Affairs (UNDESA).

The symposium provided an opportunity for

Register NOW - publicadministration.un.org/bahamas_symposium

Picture 2. Advertisement for the Bahamas Symposium

the country to learn from the experiences of o®mall Island Developing States and to share its
experiences on the mainstreaming the SDGs through its National Development Plan. In
preparation for the Symposium a detailed mapping of the SDGs onto the recommendations of the
National Development Plan tabeen prepared. This mapping was sharetheCaribbean
Symposium on Mainstreaming the SDGs into National Development Planning, held in Kingston,
Jamaica irearly February 2017Both symposa provided an opportunity for the Government to
build meaningfli partnerships with the various UN bodies and organs involved in the regional
SDG effort.

The BahamaSymposiumhoweverwas an important first component in national awareness about
the Sustainable Development Goals and for this reason invitationsxtemeed not only to Small
Island Development States, but alew all Bahamas Government Ministries, Civil Society

Organisations, Academia, Schools and Youth Organizateord development partners to



participate. Specific sessions of that symposium wevadwasteahationally,and videos of the

symposium are available to the public on the website of the National Development Plan.

The Governmentin collaboration with UN ECLAC,
facilitated two subsequent workshops in October 2017 and

B g » April 2018 with emjmasis placed on the existing
GOALS  VISION2040

The Government of The Bahamas R R

in collaboration with processes. The workshops were hosted with the intent of

The United Nations Economic Commission for
Latin America and the Caribbean

institutional structuresfor the SDG implementation

raising further awarenessbout theSDGs with persons

Invites the Public

SRRt & FoTm:on from Government Ministries, Civil Society Organisations,
The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) . .
‘ . Academa, Foundations and development partners.
“ Planning for the Implementation of Agenda 2030
For Sustainable Develop in The Bah 2
on
Wednesday April 4, 2018

iR, Through an integrated Communications Strategy prepared
The University of The Bahamas i )
The Harry C. Moore Library and Information Centre by the UnlverS|ty Of The Bahamas as part of the UNDP
e technical cooperation grant, The Government of The

Email: info@vision2040bohamas.org

Picture 3- Advertisement for SDG Forum in Bahamaswill continueto educateandinform the public

April 2018 about the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. The

communications campaign will include public engagement throughout The Bahamas on the SDGs

The SDG communication strategy is structured to ensure that all sectors of society have ownership
of the Sistainable Development Goasd builds on the successful engagement of the National
Development Plan procesdt has been recognized that engagement must take place at both the

National and Community levels.

The communications strategy for SDG impleméataincludes:
1 Further collaborative sessions with the Government agencies, Ministers and
Parliamentarians;
1 A National Civil Society conclave;
1 A National Private Sector conclave (Chambers of Commerce, Manufacturers
Associations, Small Business Associatiotie Tourism, Maritime and Financial

Services Sectors, etc) on the SDGs;



1 A National Youth conclave on the SDGs;
1 Nationally televised town meetingsnd
1 Traditional (i.e. radio, television, newspapers) andialmediacommunicatios

on SDG activities angdrogress.

These discussions will provide opportunities for stakeholders to discuss mechtnismher
advance the 2030 Agenda and the realisation of the Sustainable Development Goals at the national

level through public policy and national level aatio

An SDG Bahamas website is also being launched to monitor progress on achieving the SDGs
through the statistical indicators; and to directly link Government policies and programmes, and

civil society and private sector initiatives to specific SDGs.

Creating Ownership of the Sustainable Development Goals:
Community Discussions Public, Private Sector and Civil Society

Discussions

While the National levelidcussions are critical, it is also important to localize communications.
This was a key lessolearned through the National Development Plan process. The SDG
communications strategy therefore builds on the previous awareness and community input
campaigs undertaken through the National Development Plan process. It should be noted that
the NDP commnications campaign included strong references to the SDGs, including the idea
that these were two intertwined processes which achieved the common goals of strengthening
institutions, promoting peace and security, strengthening the capacity of peodetipgothe

planet and achieving greater economic prosperity for all.



Picture 5: Dr. Nicola Virgill Rolle, Director of the Economic Development and Planning Unit of the Office of the Prime
Minister leading a National Development Plan Presentation to the McCullough Corner Community at the Junkanoo Shack
of the Saxons Superstars Junkanoo Group, Saxons Wgaylew Providence.

The Nati onal D e v e | Gompmueication
Strategy focus® on the sensitization of communit

leaders and communities. This inclddewareness TOWNHALL
building in communities in the highly populated islasfd »

New Providenceand also in tle Family Islands (Granc JULY
Abraham’s Bay
Bahama, Andros, Inagua, Exuma, Cat Island, Absg o g

Bimini, Eleuthera, and Long Island). The awarent
campaignswere conductedoy town meetings and sma&

group metingsand alsdhrough posting videos, clips ang . . ¢ \ational

Development Plan
Advertisement for a Town

: ' text onmatters releant to the NDP and th8ustainable
Picture 7: National

Development Plan Development Goals on social media, particulatie 1°'' "9 &0 A
Presentation at West End, P P Mayaguana Island
Grand Bahama Island Nati onal Dev &dcebpolpapat Pl anuos

Going forwardthe SDG community levestrategywill include visits to these islands to convene
town hall meetings. Onren-one meetings are planned with Civic Organizations, Junkanoo

Groups, Church and Community Groups. Special focus is also being paid to awareness raising



within traditionally marginalized groups in the country and economically challenged communities

to ensire that no one is left out of the discussidrne SDG awareness strategjgocalls for all

political parties to also be part of the SDG sensitization procéss was a key aspect of the

Nati onal Devel opment Pl anolcalsuppoft.i ty to garner

The sensitizationrmeetings conducted to date,
have facilitated the exchange of knowledge on
the Sustainable Development Goals and
¥ allowed communities to provide their input on
ways they would like to become involved in,
and take ownershipf, the various actions and
targets of the SDGs through the NEEtions

and activities This approach will ensure that

Picture 8: Town Meeting to launch the Over the Hill
Community Development Partnership. Each project in this
programme is linked to an SDG.

the country realizes the Sustainable

Development Goals.

To enhance the communication efforts on the Sustainable Development Go@syédrament

will also be produdng and disseminaig booklets on the opportunities that are available for
ownership of the Sustainable Development Goals for different sectors. These efforts will help to
enhance publicity and public support for the Sustale Development.

Incorporation of the Sustainable D evelopment Goals in National

Framework

The Sustainable Development Goglocess hagully been incorporated in The Baharbas
National Development Plan VisioR 040 (it he Pl ano). , Natoeal P11 an
development policy that aims to bring about structural reform in the country. The Bahamas
National Development Plan is comprised of 16 Goals, accompanying strategies and action steps
necessary for sustainable development of The Bahamas ungefars of development

(Governance, Human Capital, Economy and Infrastructure and Environment).



a) Governance: ensure that the country is governed according to the principles of|good
governance, including, good governance in local government;

b) Human Capital: ensure everyone has access to quality health care and education and

aggressivelyddress issues suchmserty and discrimination;

c) The Natural and Built Environment: modernise infrastructure, improve transportation

links while ensuringthat the coumy has a natural environment which can support
economic growth and way of life for generatipasd
d) Economy: facilitate inclusive economic growth leading to the elimination of poverty,

reduction of inequalitieand a gettequality of life for everyone.

Theplan was developed in three phases.

1 The first phase involved a diagnostictioé state of the country by examining the four key
pillars of: Governance, Human Capital, the Environment and the Economy. The output of
this stage was the release of that&of the Nation Report which highlighted the countries
challenges and strengthens.

1 The second phase consisted of national consultations with members of the public,
stakeholders and stakeholder groups in New Providence and in the Family Islands (Grand
Bahama, Andros, Inagua, Exuma, Cat Island, Abaco, Bimini, Eleuthera, and Long Island).
Additionally, Bahamians have also had the opportunity to provide their input on the
National Development Plan through social media, by attending town hall meetings, a

national survey and through coe-one meetings with the Secretariat.

1 The information received from the consultations provided input for the recommendations

of National Development Planthe third phase
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Picture 9: Launch of the State of the Nation Report at the University of The Bahamas, April 2016

The National Development Pladentified and prioritises acceleratord’he NDP identifie six
broad priority areas that are subsumed in the SDGs:

a. Transparency, Accountabilitynd Effectiveness in Government;

b. A Healthy, Productive Workforce for a Modern World;

c. Enduring Citizen Security;

d. Community Revitalisation;

e. Inclusive Economic Growth through Empowerment, Business Climate

Improvement and Diversification; and

f. A Sustainable anResilient Environment.

The identification of accelerators represents a first level of prioritisation according to areas
believed to be broadly attainable in the short term. This methodology is typically employed as a

means of 0 umpemenatianrptocessg 6 t he 1 mpl



While drafting The National Development Plan, the National Development Plan Secretariat
ensured that the 17 Sustainable Development Goals and accompanying targets were integrated into
The Bahamas National Development Plan. Each of thiegies accompanying the 16 National
Development Plan Goals is aligned to 17 Sustainable Development Goals and accompanying
targets. The Plan is therefore the vehicle through which The Bahamas will achieve the Sustainable
Development Goals. By achievirtbe 16 National Development Goals, the country will be
achieving the 17 Sustainable Devel opmkwmst Goal
the NDP pillars were successfully mapped to the SDGs as shdviguire 1.

NDP Pillars SDGs
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Figurel. Mapping of NDP pillars with SDGs

In February 2017, the Government of The Bahamas requested the United Nations Development

Programme (UNDP) to conduct an assessmeiithef Bahamas National Development Plan to



evaluate its alignment with the Sustainable Development GbaésUNDP conducted a Rapid

Integrated Assessment (RIA) and the findings of that review revealed that the first draft of the Plan

was 88% aligned to th&ustainable Development Goals. The National Development Plan
Secretariat following the RIA, incorporated the recommendations matleUNDPG s rimg o r t
The Bahamas National Devel opment Pl an to fur:
Sustainale Development Goals. A subsequent review of the Plan would therefore reveal that it

is more closely aligned with the Sustainable Development Goals and that gender mainstreaming

has been incorporated throughout the Plan as appropriate.

Alignment of the N DP with the SDGs

a. SDG1 No Poverty. Five priority targets out of the seven indicators matched to the
associated NDP goals (s@&able 1).

Tablel. SDG1 priority targets versus associated NDP goals and action number

SO [Piery ‘ Associated NDP Goals and Action Number
Targets

SDG1.2 All NDP Goals in particular Goal 7

SDG1.3. Goal 7.10.2; 7.10.3; 7.10.4

SDG1.4 Goal 7.2.2;7.2.3;8.2.2;8.2.3;8.3.2; 7.3.2; 7.3.4; 7.3.9; 12.6.1
SDG1.5 Goal 11.2.2;11.2.3; 7.10

SDG1.b Goal 7.11.17.2.5;7.2.6

Goal 7 of the NDP is focused dmilding anation free of poverty and discrimination (including
gender, nationality and disabilities). The various action items in this NDP goal address inequality
(economic and social exclusion of poor antheuable groups limiting their access to basic goods
and services)the high unemployment rate among vulnerable groups; intolerably high levels of
youth unemployment and social exclusion; a high poverty rate in single parent households,
discrimination agaist vulnerable groups (those with disabilities, migrants and women); and high
levels of violence (genddrased violence, sexual assault, child abuse and child neglect). In
addition to Goal 7, other goals associated with SDG1 inclddel 8.2 and 8.3, deaf with the

issue of land ownership and the manner in which Crown Land is adminisker@dL1.2addresses

how poverty is worsened in communities that are affected by disélter,an integrated disaster

risk reduction polig is the way forward to mage these impacted communities. Finally, Goal



12.6 of the NDP is critical for SDGL1 in improving the financial literacy that, in turn, will improve

personal and househaldsilienceandownershipwithin local economy.

b. SDG2 Zero Hunger: Three priority target s out of the eight indicators matched to the
associated NDP goals (see Tal®.

Table2. SDG2 priority targets versus associated NDP goals and action numbers

SD%;Z?QW Associated NDP Goals and Action Numbers
SDG2.1 Goal 7.1.1;7.1.2;7.1.3;7.1.4;7.1.5;7.1.6; 7.1.8; 5.4.3; 5.4.3; 5.6.1
SDG2.2 Goal7.1.1;7.1.2;7.1.3;7.1.4;7.1.5;7.1.6;7.1.8;5.4.3;5
SDG2.3 Goal 8.2.2; 8.2.3, 8.3.2; 14.9.1; 14.9.2; 14.9.6; 14.9.7; 14.9.8

In the NDP, Goal 7 (free of poveriyd discrimination), Goal 8.2 (addressing land ownership) and
Goal 8.3 (strengthening administration of crown land) support this SDG extensively. Lack of
access to food will impact the health and wellness of the population (Goal Bwye is also
explidt mention in Goal 5.6 of the importance of healthy diets related to maternal and prenatal
care (Goal 5.6: reproductive and sexual health). Goal bf.the NDP relates tareating an
enabling microeconomic environment for the development of the food girodsectoras well

as increasing productivity in that sector

,’-

Picture 10: Locally grown fruits and vegetables



c. SDG3Good Health and Wellbeing: Seven priority targets out of the thirteen indicators
matched to the associated NP goals (see Tabl8).

Table3. SDG3 priority targets versus associated NDP goals and action numbers
SDG Priority
Targets

Associated NDP Goals and Action Numbers

SDG3.3 Goal 5.6.3; 5.6.4;7.7.17

SDG3.4 Goal 2.2;5.3.2;5.3.3,.34, 5.4.3;5.4.4
SDG3.5 Goal 5.4.2

SDG3.6 Goal 5.4.6

SDG3.7 Goal 5.6.4;7.3.3

SDG3.8 Goal 5.1.1;5.1.2;5.1.6

SDG3.a Goal 5.4.1

The associated NDP Goals 2, 5 and 7 are aligned to SDG3. Only by strengthening the management
and operations gbublic health facilities, can this service be affordable to the population at large. A
modern, sustainable and universal accessible health care system is the adsBéta@al 5 This

goal focuses orproviding universal access to health, funding fatibhal Health Insuranceellness

andthe socialdeterminarg of health andhe rationalising of health care governance. The associated
Goal 7.3 and 7.7 will create a level playing field for the population and the marginalised community

ensuring that theget equal health care treatment and are not discriminated.

d. SDG4 Quality Education: Five priority targets out of the ten indicators matched to the
associated NDP goals (sé@eble 4).

Table4. SDG4 priority targets versus assoeNDP goals and action numbers

SD% E;é?gty Associated NDP Goals and Action Numbers
SDG4.1 Goal 6.2.1;6.2.2; 6.2.3; 6.3.4
SDG4.2 Goal 6.4.1;6.4.2
SDG4.3 Goal 6.9.1;6.8.1
SDG4.4 Goal 6.9.2; 6.9.3; 6.10.1
SDG4.5 Goal 6.6.1;6.7.36.7.1

In theNDP, Goal 6 focuses on providing a best in clagsjtablecomprehensive and an effective
education system. This gasgeks tavercome the challenges of skills deficit, low numeracy and

literacy levels; education inequality, unemploymaenigl inclusiveness in education.



e. SDG5Gender Equality: Three priority targets out of the nine indicators matched to the
associated NDP goals (s@&able 5).

Table5. SDG5 priority targets versus associated NDP goals and actidvensim

SDG Priority Targets Associated NDP Goals and Action Numbers
SDG5.1 Goal 7.7.2;7.2.8
SDG5.2 Goal 7.7.1;7.7.9
SDG5.3. Goal 7.7.3; 7.7.6

Goal 7 of the NDP looks to eliminate inequality by removing discriminatory laws, policies and
practices toensure social, economic and political inclusion of all, irrespective of age, sex,
disability, race, ethnicity, origin, religion, economic or other status (GoalNDP.Goal 7.2 also
supports SDG5 by creating policies which enable full participatiomarf @and vulnerable groups

in economic opportunities for sustainable livelihoods.

f. SDG6 Clean Water and Sanitation Four priority targets out of the eight indicators
matched to the associated NDP goals (s€able 6).

Table6. SDG6priority targets versus associated NDP goals and action numbers

SDG6.1 Goal 7.6.9;9.2.5

SDG6.2 Goal 7.6.9

SDG6.3 Goal 11.4.2;11.4.4;11.45
SDG6.4 Goal 9.2.6

The associated NDP geadupporting the SDG6 include Goal 7.6

which aims at developing and revitalizing neglected and

i marginalised communities so that they have access to improved

housing, water and sanitation. It is also critical to hasgess to

/ reliable and affordable power, water, sewer, and

telecommunication services (Goal 9.2). Thus, a successful

modern waste management strategy that includes public

education and new services to sustainably manage waste is
UL o e essential as indicated MDP Goal 11.4.

Picture 11: Typical standpipe found

throughout The Bahamas to provide

clean, safe potable water to residents
who do not have access to piped wat



g. SDG7 Affordable and Clean Energy Three priority targets out of the five indicators
matched to the associated NDP goals (see Tald)e

Table7. SDG7 priority targets versus associated NDP goals and action numbers
SDG Priority Targets Associated NDP Goa and Action Numbers

SDG7.1 Goal 9.2.1;9.2.3;9.2.6;11.1.5
SDG7.2 Goal 9.2.3; 11.1.5;
SDG7.a Goal 11.1.1;11.1.4

The associated NDP goals supporting the SDG7 incNiD® Goal 9.2 which ensures the
population has long term access to reliable powatery sewer and telecommunication services

at a reasonable price. This SDG will be supported by Goal 11.1 in positioning the country as a
leader in researching and implementing climate change adaptation and mitigation measures and as

an incubator of greetechnologies.

h. SDG8 Decent Work and Economic Growth Five priority targets out of the twelve

indicators matched to the associated NDP goals (s€able 8).

Table8. SDG8 priority targets versus associated NDP goals and actiorenaimb

SDG Priority Targets Associated NDP Goals and Action Numbers

SDG8.2 Goal 12.9.1; 14.2.1; 14.7.6; 14.7.6; 14.8.2; 14.8.2; 14.13.2; 14.13.3; 14.]
SDG8.3 Goal 7.2.1; 13.3.5; 13.3.6; 13.4.1; 13.4.3;13.4.4

SDG8.6 Goal 3.8.1;13.8.3;13.8.4;13.8.5,.531,7.3.4; 7.3.6; 7.3.9; 7.3.14

SDG8.8 Goal 7.2.8;15.3.4

SDG8.9 Goal 16.1.1

For SDG8, there are numerous NDP goals that support the initiatives,
namely Goal 3, 7, 12, 134,15 and 16. To promote healthy economic
growth, having daw-abidingsockety in which rules are respected and
communities can thrive is essential (Goal@al 3 of the NDP also has
special provisions for at risk youtlGoal 7 commits to creating policies
which enable the full participation of poor and vulnerable groups in
economic opportunities for sustainable livelihoods together with helping

youth realise their fullest potential through programmes geared to assist

Picture 12 Wéodworkmg ~ their entry into the labour market and aid in their educational and social

business on Exuma Island .
development. Further, the countryst have dealthy macreeconomic



environment (Goal 12) andcampetitive business environment for economic success that supports
business development, innovation, wealth creation, entrepreneudstdpsificationand job
growth (Goal 13&and 14. All of this can only happen if the labour laws exonalized Goal 15.3)

and cultural infrastructure armtange economgpportunities are developed (Goal 16.1).

i. SDG9 Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure : Two priority targets out of the ten
indicators matched to the associated NDP goals (see Talde

Table9. SDG9 priority targets versus associated NDP goals and action numbers
SDG Priority Targets Associated NDP Goals and Action Numbers
SDG9.1 Goal 9.1.1;9.1.2; 10.1.2; 10.1.3; 1@110.1.5; 10.1.6
SDG9.c Goal 9.3.1;9.3.2;9.4.1

NDP Goal 9.1 supports thSDG by recommending the implementationattrategic framework

that guides infrastructure decisions with robust (Goal 9.3) and comprehensive (Goal 9.4) ICT
infrastructure. Tie supporting NDP goals also focus on implementing a National Transportation
Strategy and strategic investments and an effective policy environment (Goal 1(atg¢¢hscal

to sustainable industrialization.

j. SDG10Reduced Inequalities Two priority ta rgets out of the eight indicators matched to
the associated NDP goals (sdable 10).

Tablel10. SDG10 priority targets versus associated NDP goals and action nhumbers

SDG Priority Targets Associated NDP Goals and Action Numbers

SDG10.1 Goal 7.2.1;7.2.2;7.2.3,7.2.4,7.25;7.2.6;7.2.8;7.2.9
SDG10.2 Goal 7.7.2;7.7.10; 7.7.12; 7.7.13; 7.7.14; 7.7.15; 7.7.17; 7.8.1

NDP Goal 7 is focused on supporting SDG10 and freeing the nation of poverty and discrimination
as discussed foBDG1 (see discussion ifiable 5). It specifically targetsstrengthening the
provision of social protection to ensure that all vulnerable groups have access to adequate safety
nets through more informed policy on social protection programmiesreased nmber of
vulnerable individuals (men, women and minorities) with access to social protection programmes;
anincrease in the number men, and women who can participate in economic activities; reduction
in the number of targeting errors; reduction in poveatyy a more sustainable National Insurance
Fund.



k. SDG11 Sustainable Cities and Communities Five priority targets out of the nine

indicators matched to the associated NDP goals (s€able 11).

Tablell. SDG11 priority targets veus associated NDP goals and action numbers

SDG Priority Targets Associated NDP Goals and Action Numbers
SDG11.1 Goal 7.6.7; 7.6.8

SDG11.2 Goal 7.7.12; 10.2.1

SDG11.3 Goal 8.4.1; 8.4.2; 8.4.3

SDG11.6 Goal 11.4.9

SDG11.7 Refer also to NDP Action/Qs in SDG Target 12.5 and 12.6

{_EMERGING TOPICS' ; &
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VErvERpRE o ) NDP Goas 2, 7, 8, 10, 11 and 12 supports SDG11. Firstly,

3| KEEP AND ¢ SUSTAINABLE/
E HOUSING AND (8] £ ee i ienT 4

B ik . NDP Goal 2 seeks to strengthen local government in The

COMMUNITY

S Bahamas. fle NDPrecommendations alsupports access

o to improved housing, water and sanitation for negigend
=z - | marginalised communities (Goal 7.6); eliminating inequality

by removing discriminatory laws, policies and practices to

@@ B=3 | ensure social, economic and political inclusion of all (Goal
C\,‘% fﬁ 7.7); and strengthening the administration and transparency
C‘*’) %«fﬁm in the alocation of Crown Land (Goal 8.4). The NDP goals
g@ %« also aim to implement a Public Transit Strategy in New
NP S

Providence (Goal 10.2) and a modern waste management

Picture 13: Masterplan for Grants Town,  gystem (Goal 11.4). In addition, Goal 12.5 and 12.6 will

New Providence as part of the Urban

Design Lab result in more transparent reporting betwethe Central
Government and local communities and island districts and improve financial literacy and personal

financial management which will, in turn, improve the local economy.

I. SDG12Responsible Consumption and ProductionFour priority targets out of the eleven

indicators matched to the associated NDP goals (see Tab®).1

Table12 SDG12 priority targets versus associated NDP goals and action humbers

SDG Priority Targets Associated NDP Goals and Action Numbers

SDG12.2 Goall11.3.1;11.3.2;11.3.3; 11.3.4; 11.3.5; 11.3.6; 11.3.7
SDG12.3 Goal 7.1.7

SDG12.5 Goal 11.4.1;11.4.2;11.4.3;11.4.4;11.45;11.4.6;11.4.7
SDG12.6 Goal 11.4.8; 11.4.6;




NDP Goal 11 focuses ortreating a country with a natural environment foe long term
sustainable development of the economy and way of life for generati@nstroduction of a

national recycling policy along with the promotion of policies which encourage reducing, reusing
and recycling to encourage sustainable consumptidrproduction patternand better regulation

of hazardous wast&DP Goal 7.1 also supports the initiative to achieve food security and end
hunger through targeted efforts to end food wastéch supports SDG1NDP Goal 12.3 calls

for budgets to havenaemphasis on sustainable consumption and production praatideSDP

Goal 12.6 recommends strategies to encourage sustainable consumption as part of a strategy on

personal and household resilierzeel financial literacy

Picture 14: NDP Team visits the Nassau Sanitary Landfill to understand about the handling of solid waste and efforts to
promote recycling.



m. SDG13Climate Action: Four priority targets out of the five indicators matched to the
associated NDP goals (s@&able 13)

Tablel3. SDG13 priority targets versus associated NDP goals and action numbers

SDG Priority Targets Associated NDP Goals and Action Numbers
SDG13.1 Goal 11.1.1;11.1.3

SDG13.2 Goal 11.1.2

SDG13.3 Goal 11.1.2

SDG13.b God 11.2.1;11.2.2;11.2.3;11.2.4; 11.2.6

NDP Goal 11.2 focuses on supporting SO8GHy positionng The Bahamas aa leader in
researching and implementing climate change adaptation and mitigation measures and as an
incubator of green technologies (Goal 11.Ihe Bahamas must also integrate disaster risk
reduction into sustainable development policies and planning and build resilience to hazards (Goal
11.2). Only then, can the nation combat climate change and other natural disaskerss

hurricanes.

n. SDG14Life Below Water: Four priority targets out of the ten indicators matched to the
associated NDP goals (see Tabld)1l

Tablel4. SDG14 priority targets versus associated NDP goals and action numbers

SDG14.1 Goal 11.4.10
SDG14.2 Goal 11.3.6
SDG14.4 Goal 11.3.7, 11.3.8
SDG145 Goal 11.3.7; 11.3.10

NDP Goals 11.3 and 11.4 supp8idG14by recommending that the counsystainably manas

and usgs natural resources hile guarding against anthropogenic influences, unsustainable
practices and invasive species which undermine terrestrial and marine ecos@tain$4.8
recommends the undertaking of ecosystem valuation stutliesine resources. Goal 14.11
recommendghe implementation of a National Maritime Policy with the aim of a healthy and

productive marine environment.



Picture 15: National Development PlanSecretariat Visits Inagua Island to understand the salt industry
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Picture 16: Participatory Ecosystem Services Mapping of Andros Island as part of the Ecosystem Services

Master Plan for Andros Project



0. SDG15Life on Land: Five priority targets out of the twelve indicators matched to the

associated NDP goals (see Tabl&)1

Table15. SDG15 priority targets versus associated NDP goals and action nhumbers

SDG Priority Targets Associated NDPGoals and Action Numbers

SDG15.1 Goal 11.3.1
SDG15.2 Goal 11.3.4
SDG15.4 Goal 11.3.14
SDG15.5 Goal 11.3.5
SDG15.6 Goal 11.3.4

NDP Goal 11.3 is in alignment with SDGW#8th a focus on ecosystem valuations of terrestrial
environments, guardgn against anthropogenic influences and unsustainable practiees,
implementation of several policies related to sustainable ecosystem management approaches,
including the development of a comprehensive framework to prevent and reverse loss of

ecosystemsancluding restoring degraded land and soil.

RO

L

Picture 17: Mangroves at Big Pond, New Providence



p. SDG16Peace, Justice and Strong InstitutionsEight priority targets out of the twelve
indicators matched to the associated NDP gtsa(see Tablel6).

Tablel6. SDG16 priority targets versus associated NDP goals and action numbers

Associated NDP Goals and Action Numbers

SDG Priority Targets

SDG16.1 Goal 3.1.2; 3.1.3; 3.2.3; 3.2.6; 4.2.1; 4.2.6; 4.2.8; 4.2Z112]

SDG16.2 Goal 7.7.3;7.7.6;7.9.2;7.7.9

SDG16.3 Goal 4.1.8;4.3.1;4.3.2;4.3.3;4.4.1;4.4.3;455;7.8.1;45.6

SDG16.4 Goal 4.1.10; 4.2.9; 16.1.4

SDG16.5 Goal 1.3.1;1.3.5;1.4.1;1.4.2; 1.4.3; 1.4.4;

SDG16.6 Refer to actions undérarget 16.5 and Goal 1.1.1; 1.1.4; 1.1.5; 1.3.1; 1.3.1
1.2.1;155

SDG16.7. Goal 2.4.1;7.4.1;2.6.1;7.4.2,7.4.5;7.5.3; 7.5.2

SDG16.9 Goal 7.2.9; 7.7.10

As SDG16 is an elaborate goal, there are a number of NDP goals supporting its priorigy target
namely Goals 1, 2, 3, 4 and 7, elaborgaexViously The focus is for the nation to have: a modern,
open and accountable, service oriented government that is well trusted by citizens, residents and
the business community (Goal 1); well governed puibigtitutions that engage the citizens to
strengthen democracy (Goal 2); a law abiding society in which rules are respected and
communities can thrive (Goal 3); a more efficient, methodfaaland effective administration of

justice through coordinatedton by the police, courts and corrections services (Goal 4); a society

free of poverty and discriminatidi@Goal 7) Thus, all of these NDP goals are well aligned to the

SDG16 priority targets.

g. SDG17Partnerships for the Goals Five priority targets out of the nineteen indicators

matched to the associated NDP goals (see Tat/@.

Tablel7. SDG17 priority targets versus associated NDP goals and action numbers

Associated NDP Goals and Action Numbers

SDG Priority Targets

Finance

SDG17.1 Goal 12.3.1;12.4.2;12.4.3; 12.4.4
SDG17.3 Goal 12.2.1;12.2.2

Trade

SDG17.1 | Goal 13.6.1; 13.6.2

Multi -stakeholder partnerships

SDG17.17

Refer also to references under Target 16.7 and Goal 14.2.5; 14.3.4; 6.1.
12.9.9

Data, monitoring and accountability

SDG17.18

| Goal 7.11.1; 12.3.3




Goals 6, 7, 12, 13 and 14 of the NDP are well aligned with SD@1summary, to strengthen the
means of implementation and revitalize the global partnership for sustainable development, it is
critical torelook at best in class education systemsnprove productivity and the possibilities

for economic growtl{Goal 6); eradicate povergnd strengthen the role of civil society and the
private sector for development acti@@®oal 7); have a healthy maeesonomic environment that
supports growth and stabilitgs well as promoting strategic public, private partnerships for
development(Goal 12); have a competitive business environment that supports business
development, innovation, wealth creatioentreprenership and job growthalong with a
development focused tradad FDIpolicy (Goal 13); and have a diversified and resilient economy
that provides opportunities for the expansion of both existing and new industtieging ICTs

(Goal 14)

Integration of the 3 Dimensions of Sustainable Development
Thesefour pillars of the National Development Plan, tineplementing vehicle of the Sustainable

Development Goalare intefrelated; none of them stands alone and each has impact on the others.

The Governance Pillar of the NDPrecommends approaches to strengthen governande
ensure that The Bahamas remains a stable, democratic country whose citizens feel empowered
and engaged, and whose government is ford@oking, capable and able to manage the

challerges it must face

The Human Capital Pillar of the NDP focuses on universal access to quality, affordable and
accessible health <care; peopl esd education,
knowledge in their work is fully realised, atite goal of having a nation free from poverty and

discrimination.

TheEnvironment Pillar ofthe NDPseekt o0 ensure the countryds buil
utilities and services promoteh e ¢ osocraltandyeéosomic development and can vaticst
the effects of climate changdhe Environment Pillar alsseeksto preserve the natural

environment and to mitigate and adapt to climate change.



The Economy Pillar of the NDPrecommends reforms thateate an enabling environment for
macraeconomicstability, business facilitation, diversification to maximise the value added from
traditional sectors such as theurism and financial services sectors, developmemefer or

less explored sectors suchfagibusiness growing the cultual and creive economy,deepening
activities in the maritime sector and leveraging the bandwidth to use information and
communication technologies (ICT) as a business facilitator. All of these are supported by a fair
and effective labour regime.

The four pillas of the National Development Plan are supported by a policy philosophy
sumnarizedas follows:
1 The quality of life of citizens will not improvewithout meaningful sustainable
development This necessitates important structural refatnall levels of theeconomic
and social system
Economic growth which leaves out significant portions of the population is not sustainable;
The resources of the country must be used as effectively and efficiently as possible to
ensure sustained development
1 The environment idragile and must be at the forefroas the country considers its
strategies foeconomic growth and developmea well as infrastructural improvement
and
1 The Bahamass impacted by other countries a small island developing state, but also

should bemindful that its development can impact other courtries

Leaving No One Behind

The 2015SDG Declaration indicated that countri®uld target and address persons who were
furthest behind first in order achieve successful implementation of the SIh@&dollowing
groups have been identifiéar special attention as vulnerable graups

1 Persons living irpoverty;

1 Persons living witldisabilities

1 Family island residents;



The elderly

At-risk Youth;

Youth who are falling behind academically;
Unemployed Perst

Migrants

Children with obesity

Single parets;

Women and
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Men with criminal records

With support from the UNDRhe Government commissioned the production of a Thematic Report
AEnsuring I nclusive Devel opment esiandouttinesethe Ba h a mi
status and challenges experienced by thbeseatified asmarginalised The report concluded that

The Bahamawith a GDP per capita rate similar to developed countraesstructural barrierghat

place severdurders on those that haveeen left behindlssues of poverty, infrastructural
challenges, gender inequality, climate change and unemployment have further exacerbated the
challengesealised by marginalised group§.he thematic report focuses on marginalized groups

and communis and people who are part of the weakest segments of the society. These groups
include persons who face social exclusion due to discrimination, lack of power and those whose

voices are often overlooked.

For the Government, to achieve successful impleatient of the SDGs, an intervention must be
made for persons in thegmarginalizedgroups. The Report highlights gap in which the

Government needs to put more focus on to achieve the goal of leaving no one behind.

National Institutional Mechanisms  for the O ngoing

Implementation of the SDGs

The Government of The Bahamasll be establising an interministerialagencygroup to
facilitate and coordinate the national response to the implementation of the SDiGshe

Government 6s si de, Miistethas@Gdeh heecotuuint hg 6 Br it me hni



SDG initiative. The Ministry of Foreign Affairhasfocuse on the global SDG programme of

action at the United Nations and other international forums.

It is also recognizethat an inclusive appreoh will be necessary for implementatitmpromote
widespread acceptance and the appropriate application of the relevant implementation strategies,
public policies and programmes in the long terifihe proposedSDG multi sector technical
community willfadlitate:
a) strengthening of the coordination mechanism for the implementation and monutcthieg
SDGs;
b) enhancing the awareness of the SDGs and their alignment to the National Development
PlanVision 2040; and
c) improving the technical knowledge to progéuugh quality data for monitoring the SDGs.

This technical committee coupled with the development and execution of a robust
communications, public awareness and advocacy strategy will helgstoethat The Bahamas
meets the 2030 Agenda.

National Mecha  nisms for Monitoring Progress and Data Reporting

The Government recognises that monitoring and evaluation is critical for the successful
implementation of the SDG<LCurrently SDG data is collected by the Department of Statistics as
part of its mandate tproduce social and economic data for The Bahamas. To further strengthen
the production of high quality data and monitoring capacity, the Government has embarked on an
initiative to strengthen its national statistical capacity and develop a NationaliGatsystem

(NSS). This reform project will bring The Bahamas closer to having an open data system that
augments its ability to monitor the implementation of the SDGs and satisfy reporting requirements.

This process is funded through a $3 million Ié@m the InterAmerican Development Bank.

The Government is also considering tbeeation of a Monitoring and EvaluatiofM&E)
Framework and review process for the implementation of the National DevelopmentRian
thatthe NDP is the policy framewdt which has localized the SDG#js M&E frameworkwill

form a secondary monitoring checkpoint on the adoption of the Agenda 2030.



Further, the Government is exploring accepting additional support from the Organization of

American States (OAS) to aid ihe monitoring and evaluation process. O#%S hadnvited The
Bahamas to adopt a National Reporting Platform for the SDGs. Members Offite of the
Prime Ministerand t he Government of The Bahamas©o
have participted in training to learn more about tfdatform andabout the technical support
available for the adoption of the National Reporting Platfohadopted, this platform represents

an important example of SDG partnership for The Bahamas

Data Availabilit ~ y for Monitoring the SDGs
A review with the Department of Statistiesmd OPM was conductezh ' Novembey 2017 to

determinethe availability of Tier 1 SDG@lataandcapacity gaps that currently exist. In addition,
recommendations were algwovidedto the Department of Statistics for incomplete data or

prioritization of targeted data required for the SDGs.

A review of existing data to support SDG monitoring was conducted as part of the development

of a monitoring and evaluation framework for the NatiddaVvelopment Plan. Focus was placed

on the availability of disaggregated data on the basis of income, sex, age, race, ethnicity, migratory

status, disability and geographic locations, particularly in relation to the Family Islands to identify

inequalitiesand social vulnerabilities. In addition, attention was also placed on prioritizing data

collection and dissemination and on existing or potential partnerships that could be developed to

assist with this aim.

A score card for Tier 1 data availability issgented below.



Table 1. Score card for data availability for The Bahamas

Available Total Total
No. of via Available via Indicators Indicators
Indicators National International with Data with Data % Data

Goals (Tier 1) Indicators* Agencies** Available Not Available Available***

Goal 1 2 1 1 2 0

Goal 2 6 0] 1 1 5

Goal 3 13 6] 11 11 2

Goal 4 3 o] 1 1 2

Goal 5 3 o] 3 3 )

Goal 6 4 6] 2 2 2

Goal 7 4 2 2 4 0

Goal 8 10 2 3 5 5 50.00

Goal 9 8 1 4 5 3
Goal 10 5 6] 1 1 4
Goal 11 1 0] 1 1 o]
Goal 12 1 6] 1 1 6]
Goal 13 6] NA NA NA NA NA
Goal 14 2 6] 1 1 1 50.00
Goal 15 4 0] 2 2 2 50.00
Goal 16 6 6] 2 2 4 33.33
Goal 17 15 2 4 6 9 40.00

Total 87 8 40 48 39
% 9.20 45.98 55.17 44.83

Note: * The data is available in The Bahamas through related Ministries, Departments and Agencies.
** The data is available through international agencies or bodies.
*** Data availability assessment:
Data generally is not available and collection of data is critical and needs to be developed.
Data collection is fair but needs to be enhanced and be developed.

Data collection is good and can be further enhanced.

Figure 2: Score Card for Tier 1 Data Availability

Challenges FacedMonitoring the SDGs
Monitoring of the SDGsn The Bahamas, like in many developing countnd, have certain
challenges.These include:

1 Inadequate data otine majority of the SDG indicators

1 Inadequate disaggregated diayageography and gender; and

1 Capacity challengesvith the National Statistical institution (human resources and
infrastructure)



6.0 Progress on Goals and Targets

This section preides a description of the current situation with respect to each of the SDGs,
current interventions in implementing the goals and also an overview of the challenges which are

faced by The Bahamas in implementing the particular SDG.

SDG1: Ending Poverty i n all its Forms

The Bahamas islassified asa highincome economy.While the per capita Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) is one of the highest in the Caribbean at USD$20°5688r statistics reflect a
more complex story: one of increasing poverty amdewt crime, poor educational outcomes and
skills training that do not reach the people who need it most. While unengibygstimates
declined from 12.%in May 2016 to 9.9%n May 2017 there remaishigher unemployment rates
amongfemales(11.6% in May2017 for New Providenc®) Youth unemployment remains very
high at around 30%.

A 2013 Household and Expenditure Survey conducted by
the Department of Statistics shows thaverty rates in The
Bahamas increased from 9.3% in 2061 125% in 2013
amongall agecategoriesexcept those older than %5This
means there are at least 43,000 people living below the

poverty line(The Department of Statisticget the poverty

Picture 18: A dwelling in the Over the Hill . ..
Area of New Providence line at$4,247 per person per ygarStatistics show that

women comprised the majoyriof the pooy consistent with
their larger share of the populatjdbut the poverty rate for females was 12.4% compared to a
poverty rate for males of 13.2%/lheincidences of poverty were higher among ferdedaded
households (9.7%) than among maleded ones (7.9%) People 20 years and younger were

overepresented among the poor. The poverty rate of children aged 0 to 9 and those A§ed 10

5 World Bank. 2016 (available &tttps://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.PCAP.KD?locations=BS
SDepartment of Statistics. Labour Force Survey May 2017 Preliminary Results.

”Bahamas Living Conditions Survey 2001

8 Houselold and Expenditure Survey 2013

9Household and Expenditure Survey 2013 p. 2

10 Household and Expenditure Survey 2013 p. 17



https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.PCAP.KD?locations=BS

was higher than the national rate at 18.2% and 19.3% respettiRdysondetween the ages of

20 to 29 yees had a similar rate to the national poverty rate, 13.0%, while those with the lowest
poverty rate were between the ages @60years with a poverty rate of 6.5%Household size
affected the poverty rate with larger households more likely to bé3poadkdditionally, poverty

rates are considerably higher in the Family Islaatds.2%compared to the rate fpeople living

in New Providence (12.4%) or Grand Bahama (9.4%Bome62.3 of household heads who
were poolin 2013 were employedHowever, me of the most striking relationships with poverty
was educational attainment. Indedgire was a marked difference in poverty outcomes based on
education levelsThe poverty rate for heads of households wiitlege degrees in 201@&s 0.6%

or 1.8% ofthe poor.There were differences in the poverty rates across country of origin. Persons

from Haiti, representing 7.5% of the population, had a poverty rate of 37.7%.

Table 18: Poverty rates, by householdheadcharacteristics

Poverty | Poverty Squared | Percentage of | Distribution
rate gap | poverty gap population of poor

All Bahamas a7 23 09 100.0 100.0
Household size
1 19 1.0 06 16.8 T
2 28 07 03 214 6.9
34 83 2.0 0.8 38.0 74
56 157 41 16 171 09
T+ 321 8.5 3.4 57 21.0
Children == 14 years:
Yes 14.3 35 14 448 T4.0
Mo 4.1 1.3 0.6 55.2 26.1
Age group
15-24 16.7 5.6 2.3 31 5.9
25-44 95 24 1.0 385 427
45-64 a7 2.0 0.6 40.8 41.2
65+ 5.0 1.6 049 17.7 10.2
Education
MNone/Kindergarten 249 hB 2.4 18 52
Primary School 123 33 13 12.8 186
High School 11.6 31 1.2 50.4 69.5
Technical Vocational 38 07 0z 109 49
College University 0.6 01 01 241 1.8

As of 2016, the available social safetysditl not provide full coverage afiose at or below the

poverty liné®. The challengeswith land tenuresecurityalsoimpactpoverty. Thesechallenges

1 Household and Expenditure Survey 2013 p. 15

12 |bid

18 Household and Expenditure Survey 2013 p. 12

“Household and Expenditure Sunzg13 p. 2

15Working Paper, State of the Nation on Human Capital 2016, page 143



include:thelackof aparcelbasedcadastramap,uncertainy regardingownershipof landresulting

from overlappingand claimsandthe existenceof generationaind commonagand'®.

Key Interventions for Implementing SDG1

Social Protection

The National Insurance Board (NIB), the Ministry of Social Serviceslabdn Development
andt he Ministry of Labour over s eandthelp®visoroaint r yo

social protection mechanisms.

Bahamian citizens and residents benefit from both contributory andardnbutory benefits.
Contributory beefits are designed to help households insure themselves against sudden reductions
in work income as a result of sickness, maternity, employment injury, unemployment, invalidity,
old age (pensions) or death of a breadwinner. They include benefits paidkioess, maternity,
unemployment, injury, disablement and déagiiministered by NIB. NIB also administers non
contributory benefits, benefits fmersons in need over 65 years of age who have not met the
requirements for a contributogyension andprovides invalidity assistance to people rendered
permanently incapable of work or as a result of employment injury and si¢knesion-
contributory benefits generalbonsist of targeted interventions designed for the poorest and most

vulnerable and financed baf general Government revenue.

The Ministry of Social Services and Urban Development is responsible for administering non
contributory benefits which include unconditional and conditional transfers (in cash or kind); and
targeted subsidies designecettsure access to health, education, housing or public utilities, such
as water or electricity, child care, elderly care, care for people with disabilities, home based care
and referral support for people living with HIV, family and community support cesyi
rehabilitation support for owdf-school youth, drug users and child labourers and psychosocial
services. The nenontributory benefits provided by the Ministry include food allowances

16 InterAmericanDevelopmenB a n kahdUse,Policy andAdministrationProject2005p.1
7 National Insurance Act 1974 section21
18 National Insurance Act 1974 section 33



(monthly food coupons), financial assistance (for clothing angédimwld and personal items),
disability allowances in cash for those medically certified as persons with disabilities, house repair
allowances for indigent senior citizens and those who are invalid, burial assistance, rent assistance,
assistance with fund® access water and electricity and funding for a national school lunch
programmé’. The budget for the Department of Social Services in the 2018/2019 budget year is
$39.8 million and is projected to rise to $43.95 million by the 2020/2021 budget cycle.

Social Safety Net Reform Programme

In 2012, the Government of The Bahamas through an-#terrican Development Bank (IDB)
loan for Social Safety Net Reform Programme commenced a social protection reform programme
to modernise the delivery of social pgotion in the country and accelerate efforts to reduce
poverty and improve human capital through a Rilonditional Cash Transfer Programme (CCT)
referred to ashe RISE Renewing, Inspiring, Sustaining, and Empowering) PrograniieE
wasaimed at tackhg poverty, particularly among children, and improving educational and health
outcomes amongst poor househéldsThe CCT programme providethe poor with support
through the provision of a cash grant on condition that the eligible beneficiary/houseimofuyg c
with set conditional steps to improve their health and education or those of their familideyThe
featuresf the CCT are:
1 Aa single cash grant to replace various
1 a Proxy Means Test (PMT) administered by way of a Managem#arimation
System (MIS) will determine the eligibility of each applicant based on a pre
determined score;
1 the MIS generates a list of beneficiaries who have met the criteria and are eligible
to receive the benefit; and
1 contributes to longerm growth andlevelopment through a better educated and

heal thier?popul ation. o

19 Inter-American Development Bank 2012, Social Safety Net Reform Prograri,1BBD p. 2
20Working Paper, State of the Nation on Human Capital 2016, page 24
Maura,Matt 20128Cash Transfer Progr amme par tBahamasipidraation Sesicehr eak Opoverty cycl



The Cash Transfers were delivered through electronic cards, cellular phones or cheques/cash until
August 20172 The RISE programme also introduced the-ae debit card in conjunction thi

Bank of The Bahamas in November 2014. At the CCT launch, more than 4,000 New Providence
residents were said to be part of theSinbeepartm
2015, more than 1,000 beneficiaries had registered into the progranchbenefitet?.

The RISE conditional cash transfer project is currently under review to provide an opportunity to
understand how to strengthen its operation and achieve stronger results.

Job Training

On July 1, 2018 the Ministry of Public Service andidlaal Insurance will begin a B&/eek Skills
Empower ment Programme ai med at providing jobs
objective is to equip individuals between the ages of 19 years to 30 years with skills that will assist

in obtainingstea¢ employment

The Ministry in collaboration with the National Training Agency (NTA) and The Bahamas
Vocational Institute (BTVI) will provide sof$kills training followed by training in specific areas
such as patient c ar e dsaapisgicaregiversdfa the elderlg anth vanogsé a i

construction trades.

Access tdLand

The Government ig the process of reviewing previously drafted legislation which includes the
Land Adjudication Bill 2010, the Law of Property Bill 2010 and the Reggst Land Bill 2010.
These are aimed at modernisprgperty laws and addressing the challenges of generational land.
The Land Adjudication Bill 2010 offers legal protection to generational land owners by providing
a legal frameworkvhich enables familieswho have been in possession of a parcel of (ks

than one acrdpr 12 years or more to claim ownership of such land and, if successful, to be granted
a certificate of title. The grant of a certificate is important because it makes title to the land

2Maura,Matt2012Cash Transfer Programme par tBammhaslpfdrmaation Bevicdsr eak odpoverty cycl
2 Tribute 242, 23 Aug 2017. http://www.tribune242.com/news/2017/aug/23seesfitprogrammesuspended/



marketable. The Registered Land Bill 2010 makes provisions to reform the land registration
system and the Law of Property Bill 2010 provides for the consolidation and reform of the laws

relating to property and conveyance.

The Government of The Bahamas Hagher committed to offering concessionary rates for,

regularizing longterm occupation of Crown Land, developedultivated by Bahamians.

Support for Micro, Small & Medium Enterprises

The Government recognises the importance of encouraging
and buiding the capacity for micro, small and medium
enterprises to ensure that all men and women, particularly the
poor and vulnerable, habetteraccess to economic resources.
In the 2018/2019budget the government placed particular
emphasis on promoting tlievelopment of Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises (MSMES)

making

Creation of Empowerment Zones for Economically Depressed Regions Commencing with

the A#At@Hed | 6 Communities

\ The economically depressed areas
known as A O mr t he
Nassau, have beecharacterized

by high unemployment levels,

high crimerates low income and
infrastructure dilapidation. This

area is home to mamyho have

been left behind

Picture 20: The Hon. Dr. Hubert Minnis, Prime Minister speaking at the A comprehensive intervention has
launch of the Over The Hill Community Developmem Partnership Imitative . .
in December 2017 been designed to alleviate these

issues by providing incéines for:



Social Empowerment

Economic Empowerment

Infrastructural and Environmental Rejuvenation
Smart Technology

Green Technology
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Community Empowerment with a focus on Youth and the Elderly.

Tax Concessions

Within the2018/201%udget the Governmentfol he Bahamas haought to provide tax relief to
positively impact the poor through the following measueéminating valueadded taXVAT) on
essentiabreadbasket food itenamdeliminating VAT onmonthly electricity bills under $200 and

on monthly wéer bills under $50. Other measures, suckxasndingstamp tax exemptions on
first-time homeownershiphould positively impact the middle class. There has also been a broad
reduction in customs duty rates on a range of consumer items which, if pagegti@consumer

by the wholesalers and retailers, should positively impact dibfmisaomes for many residents

including the poar

Challenges Faced Implementing SDG1 Programmes

The following issues are likely to pose challenges to the implementti®DG 1:

1 Accesgo social protection programmes musti@roved Programmes must be directed
more effectively to screen for persons who require these services and educate the
population on available services.

1 Social protection funds must be susthieaand social protection floors must be
strengthened through legislation and policies.

1 Data collection and monitoringustbe strengthened to reflect the multidimensional nature
of poverty. The monitoring and evaluation systems to track the progressiecess of
social protection and the information flows on the availability and provision of social

protection must bstrengthened



1 Finally, greater civic participation and community engagement is required in the efforts to

reduce poverty.

SDG2: End Hun ger, Achieve Food Security & Improved Nutrition

& Promote Sustainable Agriculture

Access to food is a basic human right. Food security and access to nutritious food is necessary for
health and wellbeing. Itis estimated timaThe Bahamas 1 in every égple in the country suffers

from chronic hungéf. The Bahamas imports $1 billion worth of food annually, which accounts

for more than 90% of national consumption. Efforts to reduce dependence on imported food have
the potential to move the country furtheswards food security, reduce unemployment and

stimulate domestic economic growth.

The responsibility for food safety is divided among multiple ministries. The Ministry of Health is
responsible for Hazard Analysis & Critical Control Points trainirrgafbfood handlers, while the
Department of Public Health is responsible for the surveillance, reporting and analysis of
foodborne disease trends. The Department of Environmental Health is responsible for meat
inspections at the abattoir and sanitary ewtipns of food establishments. The Ministry of
Agriculture has responsibility for creating an enabling environnientthe protection and
preservation of national agricultural and marine resources for future generatidnshe
implementation of food redls*>. The Bahamas Bureau of Standards and Quality is charged with
developing national regulatory standards, based on international and regional principles and

practices, to improve the overall quality environment for products and services.

The Bahamaslso has a host of biodiversity and genetic resources unique to the different islands.

24Hands for Hunger http://dev.handsforhunger.org/resources/huifigets/
Working Paper, State of the Nation Working Paper on Human Capital p. 89



http://dev.handsforhunger.org/resources/hunger-facts/

Key Interventions for Implementing SDG2

Food Affordability Measures

With the Government s r ec eadded tax fram A.®2uto ¢286d |
concernswereraised about the affordability of healthy foods. However, the Government has
announced that the breadbasket staples will be 0% f@ta&tAT and that fruits and vegetables
would be among those 0% rated breadbasket itéifise Government has also izéd reduced

customs duty rates to positively impact the cost of nutritious foods.

The Establishment of BAMSI

In 2014, the Government established The
Bahamas Agriculture and Marine Science
Institute (BAMSI) in North Andros on
Andros Islandi the larges of The Bahama
islands BAMSI is an 80@acre research and
demonstration farm which promotes crop

production, provides training and research in

the fields of agriculture and marine science to

Picture 21:  Experimentation with pineapple farming at ] ] ) ) ]
BAMSI in North Andros Island. inform policy, equips Bahamians for careers in

the agriculturafield and seeks to reduce dependency on imported food by supplying the country
with domestically grown food and eventually replacing a significant portion of imported’food
Initially, the two main crops were bananas and papayas. They have since paadeexto

coconuts, limes, avocados, cabbage, sweet peapérsonesf.

26 Turnguest, A. (2018, June ®readbasket Items List To Include He#&@thGoods. The Tribune. Retrieved from
http://www.tribune242.com/news/2018/jun/06/breadbagketslist-to-include-healthiergoods/

27 Gibbs, Gira 17 October 2014

28 Bahamas Agriculture and Marine Science Institute WeBisitp://www.bamsibahamas.com/index.hfml

nec
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Backyard Farming Initiatives

The Ministy of Agriculture and Marine Resources has, since January 2015, conducted Backyard
Farming initiatives throughout the countity various commanities including in economically
depressed communities aaidhe behavioural schools for young peopie Simpson Penn Centre

for Boys andheWillie Mae Pratt Centre for Girls.

National Food and Nutrition Security Policy Launched
In April 2017, theMinistry of Agriculture and Marine Resources launched a National Food and
Nutrition Security Policy and Agenda for Action for the Bahatoas

I improve the food, nutrition and health status of the population;

il. ensure the consumer has sufficient knowledgeutalive relationship between
dietary practices and physical fitness to protect their health, wellbeing and
environment; and

iii. provide adequate supplies of safe nutritional food that are available on continuous

basis and accessible to all people of The Baisifh

The Ministry is presently preparing a plan for the implementation of the policy.

Food Safety

With respect to food safety, the Government passed new legislation namely, the Food Safety and
Quality Act 2016, Plant Protection Act 2Q1&nd Animal Heah and Production Act 2016 to
strengthen the regulation of agriculttrased products in accordance with international best
practices. Additionally, the Bahamas Bureau of Standards and Quality is in the process of
developing thdBahamas National Standazdtion Strategy to ensure adequate regulation of food
products. The work of the Bureau will include the developmeritooid Labelling Standards
(including requirements mandating use of expiry date labels) approved by the Council of the
Bureau of Standardsnd Quality and revision of the Standards Act and Weights and Measures
Act.

2 Draft National Food & Nutrition Security & Agenda for Action for the BahamasogtlfSecure Nation. Ministry of Health and Ministry of
Agriculture and Marine Resources 2017



Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources

With respect to access to genetic resources, The Bahamas is preparing to siyhAGGDYA
Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources aaed-tir and Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising
from their Utilizatior’® and to develop a@egulatory framework to implement the Protocol on

Access to Genetic Resources.

Food Assistance Programmes

The Ministry of Social Services atftbanDevelopment andumerous charities also provide food
assistance programmes which include soup kitchens and school feeding prograRuooes.
assistance programmes through the Department of Social Services are currently budgeted at $12.8
million in the 2018/2019 fiscal year.

The Role of CSOsn Combatting Hunger
A number of CSOs have emerged to tackle hunger in The Bahamas. Many engage in surplus food
rescue particularly from the hospitality industry, the storage ofpsoishable goods and food

distribution to communities.

Challenges Faced Implementing SDG2 Programmes

The following issues are likely to impact the implementation of SDG2:

1 The countrymust strengthen itlbod security programmes betterguaranteeaccess to
nutritious foodon aregular bass.

1 Because of its small size (leading to scale diseconomies) and the high cost of inputs,
including labour,The Bahamas relidgeavilyon food imports
Farming is not yet seen as an attractive industry to many Bahamians
Logistics retworks to move agricultural products across the archipelago in a time effective
manner are not well developed.

1 For agricultural development, it is necessary to provide the educational and technical

support to small and larger scale farmers

30 Smith, Xian, 15 June 2016,1 . 9 Proj ect t o Pr ot e ct. Nhdsa GBaaliara Fausd@t: Geneti ¢ Mat eri al s
http://www.thenassauguardian.com/bahatnasinessl0-bahamadusiness/655739mprojecito-protectbahamagyeneticmaterial



1 More emphais should be placed oeasier land acquisition for farminganovative
financialand creditproductsfor agriculture; support for entrepreneurship initiatives; and

support for thereation of partnerships for investmemtsgriculture

SDG3: Ensure Hea  Ithy Lives & Promote Well -Being for all at all

Ages

Good health isa cornerstone of human capital
development. The Bahamas has a functioning
health care system with public and private
hospitals andan extensive network oflinics
throughout the Familyslands Funding for the
public system is largely derived from the national

budget with contributions by the National

Insurance Board and some private and external

Picture 22: Doctors at the Princess Margaret Hospital in
Nassau, BahamasRhoto credit: PHA) sources! The Ministry of Health haa budget

of $293.9 million, of which $216 is allocatdo the Public Hospitals Authority, the body that

oversees the major hospitals in the country, among other responsibilities.

With respect to maternal and reproductive health, deaths among infants and newborns remain
significant contributors to mortalitwith 8.6 deaths per 1,000 live births recorded in 2016 and a
mortality rate of 10.6 deaths per 1,000 Ibighsfor children under five years al@he main cause

of infant mortality is respiratory disorders. Approximately 6% of motheise do not seek

medical care during their pregnanctés

There is a high prevalence mén-communicable diseases The BahamasWHO estimates that
diabetes, canceand heart disease account for 72% of the deaths in the country. Some of these

diseases are simply astdt of a longer life expectancy, but others are reflective of lifestyle

31 Sanigest International, 2014
32Working Paper, State of the Nation on Human Capital 2016 p.85



changes. Obesity has also been cited as the main risk factor influencing the rise of non
communicable diseases. The 2014 WHO report indicates that as high as 43.2% females and 29.8%
males were obese and that 56.5% of females and 38.5% of males do not get sufficient levels of
exercise. Other lifestyle risk factors included smoking and alcohol consumption.

Although there has been a reduction in newly diagnosed cases of AIDS andSieMdizd deaths
because of the use of angitroviral drugs, the fight againBtiV/AIDS continues. The national

adult HIV prevalence rate is 3.3%, which is among the highest i@ahbbearregion, and there

is a challenge with undeeporting of HIV tansmission through injected drug tseRates of HIV
infection among pregnant women have remained relatively stable. Between 2003 and 2013, there
were no reports of any child being born infected with HIV when the mothers received and adhered
to appropria¢ Prevention of MotheFo-Child Transmission (PMTCT) ARV treatméft

The incidence ofuberculosis (TBhas shown a steady downward trend since the 1990s. This is
due to contact tracing and the introduction of direothgerved theragy. The notificatiorrate of

new cases has decreased from 28.4 per 100,000 population in 1997 to 9.1 per 100,000 population
in 2010, the lowest rate in more than 20 y&ars

With respect to mental health, the Sandilands Rehabilitation Centre in New Providence and the
Rand Menorial Hospital in Grand Bahama are the two main government facilities thatneffeal

health services for substance abasépsychiatric disordefé. The resources at these institutions

are strained. Thaegativestigma attached to mental health issadso prevents persons from

seeking care.

The prevalence of road accidents requires urgetibn Ninety percent of road traffic fatalities
were caused by human error such as drunk driving, speeding, overtaking in dangerous

circumstances, textingndcell phone us¥.

33 Working Paper, State of the Nation on Human Capital 2016 p. 82

34Working Paper, Statef the Nation on Human Capital 2016, page 87

35 Working Paper, State of the Nation on Human Capital 2016, page 87

3% World Health Organization.

SSPAHO, AiHeal th in the Americas 2012: Bahamas ChapQCapitalp.89r ef erenced in
%8 The Bahama Journal, 5 November 2013. 46 People Killed In Car Crashes http://jonesbahamagemptekiied-in-carcrashes/



Picture 23: School children engaging in sporting activities in New Providence

Key Interventions for Implementing SDG3

National Health Insurance

In January 2016, the Government launched\igonal Healtinsurance Plan for universal access

to primary care to improve coverage and promote greater efficiency, equity, performance and
accountability within the healthcare systemuring the fiscal period beginning July 2018, the
Government will extend the crital healthcareomponenunder the NHI and introduce the first
phase of the Catastrophic Cémsurance Plan

Healthcare Capital Works
The Government invested $60 million to renovate the Princess avrgHospital (New
Providence) and the Rand Memorialdpdal (Grand Bahama). The Critical Care Block has been

improved through a $45 million refurbishment projec2015°.

39Stronger Bahamas. 2015. A Stronger Bahamas. [ONLINE] Available at: http://strongerbahamas.com/modemugaciahes/. [Accessed 21
September 2017].



Road Safety

In April 2014, The Ministry of Transport and Aviation acquired the expertise of an independent
transportation, planning amdanagement consultant to spearhead the revision of the Road Traffic
Act with a view to modernising the country's transportation sy&teifhe Government also
continues to receive support from the Isfgnerican Development Bank (IDB) for the New
Providencelransport Programme. This programme aims to improve the public road system. More
efficient traffic flows will reduce the harm caused to the environment by congestion, increase
productivity and improve the attractiveness of the island.

To reduce the numbef deaths and injuries from road traffic accidents, in 2014 the Ministry of
Transport developed a National Road Safety Strategy which provides a strategic framework to
address road safety over a-gear period (200@012)". Some of the initiatives itade
accelerating driver education in the schools and public awareness campaigns on ro¥d safety
Additionally, announcedluring its2015/2016 Budget communication, the GovernniEmined

the importation of wrecked vehicles and cars more than ten yeéts old

Non-Communicable Diseases

In 2016, the Ministry of Health in collaboration with the Pan American Health Organization
(PAHO/WHO) developed a roadmap, the National Ms#ictoral NorcCommunicable Disease
Strategy and Plan of Action, 20PD22, embodyinghe social determinants of health to halt and
reverse the climbing necommunicable disease statistics. This roadmap is geared towards
accomplishing the Governmentés goal of reduci

is the development of amplementation plan for the roadmap.

Additionally, through the Ministry of Healtlthe Healthy Bahamas Coalition has been established
to propose and revise policies to assist in the reduction of the incidence, complieatibdeaths

related to norcommunicable diseases. The Coalition comprises representatives from the

40Bahamas Local 8 April 2014. Ministry of Transport undertakes comprehensive review of Road Traffic Act.
https://www.bahamaslocal.com/newsitem/96668/Ministry_of_Transport_undertakes_comprehensive_review_of RoaAcT Haffit

“1 The Nassau Guardian, 23 June 2012, Policy and Planning Unit was created to address various road user issues, says minister
https://thenassauguardian.com/2012/06/23/pdicgplanningunit-wascreateato-address/ariousroaduserissuessaysminister/
“2Rose, Eric 2012

“Virgill, Khrisna 28 May 2015



Government, private sector, failasedand civil society organizations with a view to improving

the general health of persons living in The Bahamas.

Upcoming Minister of Health Initiatives
The Ministry in its 2018/2019 budget has proposed the following:

1 Sponsoship ofseveral studies to look at the potential role of mental and psychological
challenges as well as the impact of nutrition (specifically micronutrient deficiency) and the
impact of sugar, fat, preservatives, chemicals steroids and antibiotics in the diet on the
expression of violence

1 A national campaignwhich will be geared towards equipping Bahamians with practical
tips to turn forgotten foods such lasans, pumpkin and cassava into viable delicious meal
options; and to reinvent some of our familiar stapdesl

1 An aggressive public sensitizati@mampaignto improvethenat i ond6s wuhder st ¢
what 6s heal t hyhera witl be Brbadbaskedl own bldlk.to raise health
literacy and educatign

1 A proposd tax on sugar sweetened beverages to decrease consumption and improve
revenue to support healthy lifestyle initiatives.

1 The mplemenation offiCyclovias 0 . closing certain streets for qariods to all vehicles
for cyclists, skate boarders, rungeand walkers to move freely and be active

1 New funding to conduct a populatidrased research study to defite current health
status and risk factor profile

1 Thelaunchoft h e A T rpeoale lividglwithoHIV strategy whicimakeslife-saving
antiretroviral medication available to all who need it, regardless of CD4 count or clinical
stage

1 Strengthening of Emergency & Urgent Care: Expansion of A&E and other clinics to
prevent the unnecessary use of urgent hospital services as well as the early detection and
management of Secondary Complications

1 Commencement of Telemedicine Servicea phasal approach with particular emphasis
on theFamily Islands;

Strengthening Community Education and Participation

Restructuring and improving Home Care Servjcesl



1 Upgrading lealth Information Management Clinical Data systems utilized within the
hospitals

1 Training: the PHA successfully completed its first Psychiatric Mental Health Diploma
Program, where thiriyone Registered Nurses were trained in this specialty area, the
Ministry plans to sponsor another eighteeanth Trained Clinical Nurse Certificate
Programme at The University of The Bahamas. Additionally, discussions are underway to
sponsor an eighteenonth Midwifery Diploma Programme in January 2018, also, at The
University of The Bahamas.
Disaster Preparednegsensure aesilient health system.

Strengthening of funding to primary health care.

Challenges Faced Implementing SDG3 Programmes

Particular challenges faced by The Bahamas in the implementation of SDG3 include:

9 Sustainable funding of the health care system

1 The hgh cost of healthy faods particularly vegetableand cultural changes to encourage
the consumption of a healthier food mix

1 A predominantly sedentary lifestyfer someresidentsresulting fromthe dsenceof
appropriateinfrastructure to encouragghysical activity, coupled with concerns about
safety.
The prevalence of social stigmas around mental health challenges and addiction

Social norms which discourage condom.use

SDG4: Ensure Inclusive & Quality Education for all & Promote

Lifelong Learning

A well-educated country has enhanced capadtyrésearch and innovation, and thus higher
productivity; it also attracts new, higher valaéded investment3.o this endthe Government

has endeavoured to investhoman capitalparticularly in the areas of education and training.



Education is thedrgest expenditure in the annual budget, approximately 13%, and schools have a

gualified cadre of teachers and other professionals as welekgiaelylow studeniteacher ratio.

While the spending on education as a percentage of total
government xpenditure is generally consistent with
international peers, Government spending relative to GDP
is slightly lower than the world average and below its
regional peers as shown by World Bank development
indicatoré*. The Department of Education has a budget
2018/2019 of $205.6 million which is expected to increase
to $247.4 million in the 2020/2021 fiscal period.

Picture 24. School children in Salinas Point,
Acklins Island learning about the National
Development Plan and the SDGs

Table 19: Number and Type of Schools Across The Bahamas

New Famil

seiesl e Providence Island); IeifzL
Pre-school 4 5 9
Primary 25 69 94
All-age 0 13 13
Junior High 7 1 8
Senior High 7 0 7
Secondary 1 23 24
Special 8 5 13
Post
secondary/Tertiary 2 0 2
Total 54 116 170

Source: Ministry of Education

Education is compulsory for children between the ages ofiSL&ranctuition free education is
provi ded i n 70pbhbbc schaolsaoross thedaschipklagoThere are also 77 private
schools, the University of The Bahamas (formerly known as College of The Bahamas), and the

Bahamas Technical and Vocationastitute (BTVI). The school enrolment rate at the primary

4World Bank Development Indicatonsww.worldbank.org


http://www.worldbank.org/

level is nearly 95%, which is higher than both regional and global primary enrolment rates. The
secondanfevel enrolment rate is around 85%, which is comparable teetfienal rate but much
highe than the world rate.Enrolment by Bahamians in tertiary educational institutions has
increased steadilyyith 20% of the population over age 15 now participating. Thikasever

below that of other higihcome, norFOECD countries as well as other @ean competitors with
university campusedt has also been noted that many students educated in universities in OECD

countries stay on in those countripermanently or for some period after completing university.

Although children generally have atpable access to a quality education, the education system
grapples with low levels of student attainment. Only 50% of graduating high school students
actually achieve a diploma in any given year
at t e n dhatiscatthdbygh they attended classes they did not achieve the standard required for
graduation. Additionally, the national examinations at the himsixt*®, ninti*’ and twelftt®

grade levels reveal widening performance gaps between private and phbbtssand between

boys and girl®. Private schools tend to perform better than public schools and girls tend to
perform better than boys

Additionally, there are significant concerns that the education system is not producing graduates
with the skillsrequired by the business sector and that there is a significant gap in terms of the
identification of key skills needed and a process to ensure that the education system delivers
thentl. Many of hese young people join the labour force but do not havskitie necessary for
employment both soft skills such as coming to work on time or hard skills such as the appropriate
level of literacy and numeracy. A 2014 study by the World Bank on Youth Unemployment in the
Caribbear? noted that 34.5% of employens The Bahamas cite the need for experience as a

critical determinant of employment. Additionally, the inadequacy of the education of the

4 Grade Level Assessment Test (GLAT)

46 Grade Level Assessment Test (GLAT)

4’Bahamas Junior Certifica(BJCs)

“Bahamas General Certificate of Secondary Education (BGCSE)

49 Ministry of Education, Educational Statistical Digest, 2ABMinistry of Education, The Commonwealth of the Bahamas 2012 Ministry of
Education Annual Report 204011. Nassau: Resebarand Planning Unit)

50 Ministry of Education, Educational Statistical Digest, 2ABMinistry of Education, The Commonwealth of the Bahamas 2012 Ministry of
Education Annual Report 2042D11) Nassau: Research and Planning Unit

51 Working Paper State of ¢iiNation Working Paper on Human Capital p 63

52 Torrado Monica, Youth Unemployment in the Caribbean, 2014 World Bank LAC Report:
http://www.dbzchild.org/uploads/docs/youth_unemployment_in_the_caribbean_2014.pdf



workforce was seen as the single largest obstacle to doing business in The Bahamas. The mismatch

is seen in all sectoend sizes of business.

Key Interventions for Implementing SDG4
Improvements to educational attainment and outcomes liesre listed as a key priority of the

Government and wil|l be closely monitored by t

Initiatives to | mprove Academic Outcomes

In 20102014, the Government launched an lsAenerican Development Bank (IDB) funded

project - Investing in Students and Programmes for the Innovative Reform of Education
(INSPIRE) to improve educational outcomes in The Bahansgeled to improve the quality of

teaching and learning opportunities in early, secondary anesposhdary education systems as

wel | as enhance access for students with spec
of the targeted performance di cat or s. Some early evidence of
in improvements in the number of students achieving gradespfarticularly in the Grade Level

Assessment Test (GLAT) 3 and 6 exams.

Introduction of a Student AchievementUnit

Additionally, a Student Achievement Unit was established in August 2014 to bring equity and
efficacy to the education system, with the aim of all schdelsering highquality education to

all. The Unit collects and analyses data that will allow-diakgen decisons to guide educational
interventions in subject areas in schools where deficiencies are identified. The Unit also tracks
every student to ensure that necessary intervention and support is given to address the challenges

each faces.

Programmes for At Risk Students

The Government also runs an education programme for pregnant-ageogirls. Providing
Access to Continued Education (PACE) is an alternative education programme coordinated by the
Department of Health in collaboration with the Ministry afug€ation Science and Technology
(MOEST). PACE is designed to help fitgine teenage mothers complete high school, thereby

giving them a better chance of breaking the cycle of poverty. MOEST has also instituted two



alternative education programmes toistsatrisk boys and girls in the education system. The
boys programme, the Success Ultimately Reassures Everyone (SWREH, was started in
Nassau in 1992 and in Grand Bahama in 188dsts boys with chronic disciplinary problems
overcome their chaltges. The Transitional Alternative Programme for Students (TAPS) assists
girls with similar difficulties. Additionally, #er-school programmes exist at both primary and

high schools to help students focus on numeracy and literacy and prepare for ezaminat

Introduction of a National High School Diploma Standard

MOEST implemented a new standardized National High School Diploma in grade 10 in public
schools in 20142015. One of its hallmarks is the implementation of three pathways to graduation:
college, apprenticeship, and workplace learning. The new diploma is designed to ensure that at
least 90% of all who leave school graduate with diplortas.expected to reduce the percentage

of students who leave grade 12 with only a certificate of attenddmeenext phase of the
programme will offer thousands of students who did not earn a high school diploma an opportunity
to earn a general education diploma, the equivalent of a regular high school diploma. This phase
was launched in June 201BIOEST heldthe inaugural High School Diploma graduation
ceremony’ for New Providence district schools in June 2017 with over 900 students from the four
districts having met the Ministry's requirements. All students achieved a minimum of a 2.0 grade
point average, copieted job readiness and community service programmes, and maintained 90%

attendance/punctuality.
{3 TR ‘

Technology

7 The Ministry of Education is implementing a

number of technology initiatives to ensure that
todaydés students are ade
meet theurgent demand for a higgkilled

o workforce in years to come, by utilising I€ET

based delivery tools.

Preschool as part of the Over the Hill Project and in
conjunction with the Ministry of Education and Civil Society
partners

53 Government of The Bahamas. 19 June 201&sPlease: High School Diploma Graduation Ceremony in New Providence.
http://www.bahamas.gov.bs/wps/portal/public/gov/government/news/



Financial Aid
All students who pass their Bahamas General Certificate of Secondary Education examinations
with at | east f i v areeligibledrecivesdholadistipgs todhe Onivarditypof e

The Bahamas. Students in the teagtdrcation and nursing programmes also receive funding.

Technical and Vocational Training

MOEST has mandated that technical and vocational education be givety @tidhe secondary

|l evel to hel p meet t hPBublicschool®haw@ smtrodueed edursep snehnt n
as bookkeeping and accounting, family and consumer sciences (including food and nutrition), auto

mechanics and electricity into their syllet

Moreover, the Government has pledged $2.6 million for scholarships to The Bahamas Technical
and Vocational I nstitute with an in2el&20i9i onal $

New School Construction

The Government pledges $6 million for #t@nstruction of a new school in New Providence.

Learning for Adults with Developmental Disabilities

In February 2016, the Governmetdaunclted a Multi-Service Centre for Adults with
Developmental Disabilities in Nassatihe facility will provide a safenurturing, learning, living
and supportive environment for such adults. O

for the training and development of persons residing the faéility

Environmental Stewardship Education

54¢Bahamas Local February 2016, Sign unveiled for MultiService Centre for Adults with Developmental Disabilities. Accesd at:
[https://www.bahamaslocal.com/newsitem/145635/Sign_unveiled_for_Multi_Service_Centre_for_Adults_with_Developmental_Disalsliti
s_Gladstone_Road.html]



The Bahamas Nati@al Trust (BNT) has worked with the Government of The Bahamas (GOB) and

partners to ensure that nationally relevant biodiversity information is integrated in formal and

informal educational programmes.

T

The BNT has ensured that national species, halgitatsconservation issues are inserted

into the national curriculum, and developed educational materials such as teaching
manuals, fact sheets, posters, radio segments, educational videos, and teacher training
workshops to help support this

The BNT has deesloped the national park system throughout the archipelago to work as
outdoor classrooms that impact some 16,000 school children to date

The BNT has developed an af@rhool environmental club to run from schools across the
country, called the DiscoverClub, which currently provides environmental educational
content to thousands of children in over 60 schools

The BNT also executes environmental educational camps at for various age groups on the

islands of New Providence, Andros, Grand Bahama andh&eu

Challenges Faced Implementing SDG4 Programmes

Educational attainment in both hard and soft skills must be improved as employers often cite

finding well-qualified workers as one of thgirimary businesshallenges. There is also a need to

eliminatethe negative stigma eéchnical coursewhich cansometimederegarded amferior to

university preparatory coursesThe Bahamas faces the following particular challenges with

respect to implementing SDG 4:

T

Continued sustainable funding for educati@and training at all levelswith specific
emphasis on early childhood education gadational training

Innovative mechanism#cluding greater use of technology,ensure equity in education
across the archipelago

Curriculum development which is relavt for a modern Bahamas

Bridging the educationalutcomegaps between boys and girls and between private school

and publieschool students



SDG5: Achieve Gender Equality & Empower all Women & Girls

Achieving gender equality and the empowerment of ahwn and girls is critical for the
development of The Bahamas. The Bahamas has ratified numerous international treaties, one of
which is the United Nations Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discriminagjaimst

Women (CEDAW). However, @spte the ratification of CEDAW, the Bahamian Constitution

does not adequately protect women and men against gender discrimination in the following ways:

I.  Bahamian women are not afforded the same opportunity as Bahamian men to pass on
citizenship to their akdren under the Constitution. Article 8 of the Constitution provides
that a person born outside of The Bahamas afteduly 1973 shall become a citizen of
The Bahamas at the date of his birth if at that date his father is a citizen of The Bahamas.
This Article of the Constitution prevents a woman who is a citizen of The Bahamas from
passing their citizenship if the father is not a citizen and the child is born outside of The
Bahamas. If the father is not a citizen of The Bahamas and the person ésitsiae the
Bahamas to a mother who is a citizen of The Bahamas, Article 9 of the Constitution states
that that person shall only be entitled to apply for citizenship upon making an application

at the age of eighteen years and before he or she attasngetioé twentyone years.

ii. Bahamian women married to foreign men are not accorded the same opportunity as
Bahamian men married to foreigmomento secure their spouse access to Bahamian

citizenship under Article 10 of the Constitution as Bahamian men.

iii.  Unmarried Bahamianfathers of children born abroad cannot paissir Bahamian
citizenshipto their childrenat all andunmarried fathesof childrenborn in country cannot

passBahamians citizeshipto their child on an equal basis with unmarried mother.

iv.  Article 26 ofthe Constitution does not expressly afford protection from discrimination on
the grounds of sex but only expressly affords protection against discrimination based on

race, place of origin political opinions colour or creed.



Data from theUnited Nations Office on Drugs and Crimg NODC) 6 s Cr i me Trend
(CTS) based on police statistics found that all Caribbean couiitfiee r whi ch compar ab
available (Bahamas, St. Vincent & the Grenadines, Jamaica, St. Kitts/Nevis, Dominiea] d&ar

and Trinidad & Tobago) experienced a rapee of above the unweighted average of the 102
count ri es?®. Funthetmbrea20d BB report indicated that the Caribbean has a high
tolerance for violence against women and children, with TherBakaanking among the top three
[Suriname (38 percent), followed by The Bahamas (29.5 percent) and Guyana (25.4 pkncent)]
tolerance for physical violence against wom@rThis is the case despite the existencénnfs

against domestic violence whichclaode, the Sexual Offences Act 1991, the Sexual Offences
(Amendment) Act 2011, Sexual Offences (Amendment) 2014 and the Domestic Violence
(Protection Orders) 2008.

A United Nations General Assembly Human Rights Council Report b$pkeial Rapporteur on

trafficking in persons, especially women and children, following an official country visit to the
Bahamas from 9 to 11 December 2013 confirmed thaeT Bahamas #fAi s a trans
country for trafficked persons from the Caribbean region and @€entral and South America"
andthathe form of trafficking that has been i dent
exploitation, whereby women and girls, mainly from the Dominican Republic and Jamaica, are
made to dance in bars and sell sexgafsvi ces. 0 Additionally, traff
occurs in the Aconstructi on, agriculture, fis
been suspected cases of labour exploitation of Haitian, Filipino, Chinese, Dominican and

Colombiannat i onal s and other migrants from South /

Key Interventions for Implementing SDG5

Gender Equality Referendum 2016
In 2012, the Government of The Bahamas appointed a new Constitutional Commission o inquir
into and make recommendationsneeded changes to the Constitution. This new Constitutional

Commission was tasked with reviewing the Constitution and considering various matters with

5 United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime and the World Bank Report 2007 p. 12

56 Sutton, H. & Aharez, L. (2016)How Safe Are Caribbean Homes for Women and Children?: Attitudes toward Intimate Partner Violence and
Corporal Punishment. Retrieved from https://publications.iadb.org/handle/11319/7998#sthash.ZYnuUUri.dpuf

57 United Nations General Assemifiuman Rights Council Report, 2014 p54



respect to the Constitution includifg[ t h e ] need to strengthen t

freedoms oftte individual including the need to end gentlased discrimination consistent with

h

t he United Nations Conventionséthe Commi ssi on:

citizenship provisions of the constitutiotfo. .

Following the review of th€onstitution and consultations with stakeholders, the Constitutional
Commission recommended the amendment of the Constitution to address gender discrimination
within the Constitutio?’. This recommendation led to the drafting and tabling on four Bills in
Parliament, which were be debated and passed in Parliamefit die¢varch 2016. The Bills were
passed in the Senate on tHeod March 2016. All four Constitutional Amendment Bills required
the approval of citizens taking part in the referendum beforan@endment to the Constitution.
The Bills sought to do the following:
Bill # 1: The Bahamas Constitution (Amendment) Bill, 2016 sought to amend Article 8 of
the Constitution and repeal Article 9 of the Constitution in order to give a child born outside
The Bahamas to a Bahamiaorn mother and neBahamian father the same automatic
right to Bahamian citizenship that the Constitution already gives to a child born outside

The Bahamas to a Bahamibarn father and a neBRahamian mothé&?.

Bill #2: The BahamagConstitution (Amendment) (No.2) Bill, 2016 sought to amend
Article 10 of the Constitution to enable a Bahamian woman who marries a foreign man to
secure for him the same access to Bahamian citizenship that a Bahamian man has always
enjoyed under the Coristtion in relation to his foreign spous@itizenship will however

not be granted if the marriage no longer subsists, parties have no intention to cohabit with
each other permanent after marriage, if the marriage is one of convenience or in the

interestsof national security or public polidy.

Bill #3: The Bahamas Constitution (Amendment) (No.3) Bill, 2016 sought to amend

Article 14 of the Constitution and to give an unwed Bahamian father the same right to pass

58 Communication to Parliament by the RT. Honourable Prime Minister and Member for Centerville: 2012
5 Constitutional Commission Report 2013

50 Section 2 of The Bahamas Constitution (Amendment) Bill, 2016

51 Section 2of The Bahamas Constitution (Amendment) (No.2) Bill, 2016



citizenship to his child that a Bahamianman has always had under the Constitution in

relation to a child born to her out of wedl8tk

Bill #4: The Bahamas Constitution (Amendment) (No.4) Bill, 2016 sought to amend
Article 26 of the Constitution bonstiiutos er t i n
so as that it discrimination based on whether someone is male or female is prohibited. The

Bill defines O6sex® .to mean male or femal e

A Constitutional Referendum was held in July 2648he above four bills were not approved by
voters and he Constitution was therefore not amendigte Government, by policy and through
proposedamendments to the Immigration Atas sought to remedy some of the issues which

were addressed in the Constitutional Referendum.

National Strategic Plan to Address GendeBased Violence

With respect to eliminating gendbased violence, the Ministry of Social Services in collaboration

with the United Nationsleveloped a National Strategic Plan to Address GelBdsed Violence

in 2015. The Bategic Plan provides a road map includes, inter alia, goals to:

1 achieve an effective, integrated and coordinated response to situations oflgpeseter
violence. One of the outputs is the establishment of a National coordinating agency and
the establisment of a gendédbased violence coalition on each major Family Island;

1 ensure an effective, integrated and coordinated criminal justice system that can prevent the
escalation of and respond to gentlased violence. One of the outputs of this goal is the
introduction of a National Legal Aid Programme to assist victims of Gender Based
Violence in accessing justice;

1 strengthen and expand psyesacial health services. One of the outputs of this goal is the
development of national standards for care andntresat of victims and rehabilitation of

perpetrators; and

52 Section 2 of The Bahamas Constitution (Amendment) (No.3) Bill, 2016
53 Section 2 of The Bahamas Constitution (Amendment) (No.4) Bill, 2016
54 Jones, Royston 10 March 2016



1 bring about attitudinal change by encouraging intolerance to géaded violence. One
of the outputs is increased public awareness and understanding of the nature, cause and

effects of various fans and types of gendéased violence

Establishment of the Department of Gender and Family Affairs

To strengthen the voice of women, girls and communities as a whole, in October 2016, the
Governmente x panded Bureau of Wo me n 6 Sendef dncgfFamiyy 1 nt o
Affairs to create a more comprehensive, par ti
challenges while creating programmes to address education, training, employment and social
justice for both men and wom@nTheDepartment oGender and Family affairs also aims, inter

alia, to empower women to lead and partner equally with men in nation béflding

Proposal for Gender Officers
The Ministry of Social Services is considering a proposal to have gender officers posted at every
ministry, department and major organization to ensure the fundamental principles of fairness and

equal opportunity exists throughout the country.

Anti -Trafficking in Persons Committee/Task Force

To address human trafficking concerns, the Ministry of Nati@eadurity has drafted [dational
Anti-trafficking in Persons Strategy 202018. The Strategy is intended to create guiding
principles, a common understanding and coordinated action among stakeholders and actors, and
ensure the financial support of localdainternational donor® reduce trafficking and to protect
trafficked personsThe government has an interinisterial committee whicprovides advice on
trafficking matters and makes recommendations to strengthen nationtbHitking initiatives
through the identification of training opportunities, public awareness raising activities,
engagement of relevant stakeholders including civil society organisations, and fulfilling the
international obligations of The Bahamas as they relate to traffickpgysons.The government's
antitrafficking taskforce is charged with ensuring operational coordination on trafficking cases

from conducting prevention activities, victim assistance to the prosecution of suspected traffickers.

% Maura, Matt, November 2@, Department of Gender and Family Affairs Established, Bahamas Information Services
56 Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Minister Griffin informs global body Bahamas http://mofa.gov.bs/mitgsiéin -informs-globatbody-bahamas
effortspromoteeconomieempwermenmtwomen/ accessed on September 18th, 2017.



The issue of trafficking ipersons has been elevated to a key priority of the Government to be

monitored by the Prime Ministerds Delivery Un

Girls in ICT
Since 2015the Utilities Regulator URCA has partnered with major stakeholders in the local ICT
sector to hioslts ainn aln@@UabDayd, which is a forum

awareness of ICT careers and study paths to girls and young women in society.

Challenges Faced Implementing SDG5 Programmes
SDG5 requires more sustained educatiorgerder equality and human rights at all levels of
Bahamian society. Greater efforts must be made to eradicate harmful stereotypes which lead to

discriminatory and abusive behaviour toward women and girls.

SDG6: Ensure Availability & Sustainable Management o f Water &

Sanitation for All

TheWater and Sewerage Corporation (WS@yholly owned Government organization entrusted

with managing, maintaining, distributing and developing the water resources of The Bahamas,
continually seeks to expand its water supghd sanitation services throughout The Bahamas.
Water and sewerage services in The Bahamas are provided primatiily WySCwhich serves

most of New Providence and 14 of the Family Islands. The major exceptions are Grand Bahama
and Paradise Island, eaghwhich has its own provider, the Grand Bahama Utility Company and
Paradise Utilities, respectivélyy The New Providence Development Company, which is an
important real estate developer in the western part of New Providence, serves customers where it

hasits business activities.

The IDB has estimated that only 38% of properties on New Providence regularly use water
provided by the WSC. Many households and businesses do not rely on WSC but use their own
well water and wastewater treatment facilitieselWvater in The Bahamas is often untreated and

571DB 2011 (Project No. BH.1028) p. 1



contaminated to some degt&due to the high prevalence of septic tanks and saltwater intrusion.
This is particularly true in New Providence. Owing to this, and also due to individual preference,
many citizels and residents who have private wells primarily use well water for washing and

purchase bottled water for cooking and drinking.

Some households do not have access to running water and rely

primarily on water from public water punfis

The majority & the population has access to sanitation
facilities as shown from the
Census of Population and Housing findings on Private
Dwellings by Type and Use of Toilet Faciliti€s The
Depart ment 6s dat a show,758 h at
- households surveyed, 200 dwellings did not have toilet

facilities and that at least 5,342 dwellings shared toilet

facilities with other householdSome of these households are

Picture 26: Public Water Standpipe

in informal settlements.

Water and sanitation infrastructure also fagaigicant problems that are being addressed through
critical interventions. Years of inadequate maintenance have left the system with a water loss rate

as high as 58% in previous yedrs

Key Interventions for Implementing SDG6

Water Supply ExpansionEffort
The WSC has made investments to reduce water losses and reports that it will save an estimated

10 billion gallons over its I9ear implementationTo this end, in November 2016, WSC

% Genting 2012
% Nunez, Paco, 18 September 2013 and Department of Environmental Health Services 2013
0 Department of Statistics, 2010, Census of Population and Hdimsipg/www.soencouragement.org/forms/CENSUS2010084903300.pdf]

7 Wyatt, A. (2018). Case Study: Performance Based Contract for NRW Reduction and CblawProvidence, Bahamas. Int#émerican
Development Bank Publication. Retrieved frétttps://publications.iadb.org/handle/11319/8729
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embarked on &eries of projects to extend water supply to varimesitionsas well as the
construction of several wastewater treatment plans and pumping stations in New Providence; and

the development of a Wastewater Master PdA.

Through a $28.33 million CDB project with $13.3 million of counterpart financling, Water
and Sewerage Corporatias also in the process efpandng the provision of piped water to
several islands that were underservediuding Long Island, San Salvador, South Andros and Cat

Island’*

Water for All Strategy

Throughits Over the Hill poject, The Government of The Bahamas is embarking on a Water for
All Strategy for the zone. The main aim is to ensure modern indoor sanitation and access to piped
water to all residents of the Zone by 2025. The project will be completed in phasesladd in

the refurbishment of 77 standpipes in the zone to acceptable standards, the retrofitting of 100
homes for indoor plumbing and the design of a household prepaid smart metering system for water

resources.

In June 2018, the Water and Sewerage Cormorainnounced a $75 million project to expand the
sewerage system to cover over #thads of Over the Hill households.

Challenges Faced Implementing SDG6 Programmes

The Bahamas witnessed a significant improvement in the living starafaedery islancdnd new
economic activity related to tourism which have led to increased demands for Wéttercrisis
in sourcing groundwater gave birth to ndlwiving private water supply companies with

desalinated saltwater systen@Ghallenges come from:

1 Sustainabldinancing for continued water and sanitation improvements throughout The

Bahamas;

72 http:/fwww.wsc.com.bs/Press.aspx
7 http://www.wsc.com.bs/Press.aspx

74 Seehttps://thenassauguardian.com/2018/05/11/gilssontractawardedfor-provisionof-potablewateron-long-
island/



1 Resistance from residents to transitioning from well watdich is vulnerable to
contaminationto meteredwater obtained through reverse osmosis offered by providers
such @ WSCor the use of water catchment systems

1 Continuedmonitoringof informal settlementand availability of affordable housing with

modern amenitiefor clean water and good sanitation infrastructure

SDG7: Ensure Access to Affordable, Reliable, Sustain able &

Modern Energy for All.

Cl ean, affordable and reliabl e enertogreduceer vi C ¢
poverty, increase productivity and competitiveness to promote economic @romtha recent
Inte-American Development Bank (IDB) ref, it was revealed thalectricity costs/rates in The

Bahamas are among the highest in the Latin American/Caribbean ré&bierelevated cost

burdensome to consumers asetves as drain on the economy. A major problem is that The
Bahamas uses fuebil to produce most of its electricity and the country imports a
disproportionately large amount of petroleum produateluding motor fuels equal to 11% of

the nati on 6.sThe2Baarhas @iIk® lowest in the region for renewable energy
penetratio. Furthermore, as a consequence of old power generation infrastructure, The Bahamas
suffers from a high fuel import bill (4 percent of GDP), high and volatile electricity pfices

The unique nature of the Bahamian archipelago means that economies afredagifficult to

achieve. For example, there are almost 30 isolated power stations that require servicing, staffing,
etc. In addition, factors such as duty, subsidies, taxes, etc. can influence the costofThel
Bahamasd el ect riabittyidsues. Acsotdiagto a recenel3B repert, many more
businesses in The Bahamas have emergency generators than their counterparts elsewhere in the

Caribbean. Some have the capacity to cover all their needs.

S Working Paper on the Environment p. 48

8 DB Country Strategy 20+2017

71DB Country Strategy with the Commonwealth of The Bahamas (2022). May 2018
"8 Working Paper on the Environment p. 48



According to a recent analysis, thengeation, transmission, and distribution systems are poorly
maintained’®. Compared to its peers in the Caribbean, The Bahamas suffers from higher system
losses (17% versus an average of 18%ghigher energy costs (44 cents/kWh versus an average
of 33 cems/kWhy®.

Key Interventions for Implementing SDG7

I n recent years the Government has taken some

and to promote the use of renewable energy by introducing various initiatives

Policies and Programmes
I.  Designing a National Energy Policy 262833 which commits to increasing the share of
renewable resources to 30% of the overall mix, with an additional 10% coming from
residential selgeneratiof’. The implementation of the National Energy Policy,and
particularits renewable energtargets,has now been elevated to a key priority of the

Government to be monitored through the new

ii.  Launching, in March 2017 througgahamas Power and Light, the Small ScaledReble
Generation Prograrhas allowedesidential consumers to install solar panels at home to
supplement residential energy ne&ds order to improve the reliability and sustainability
of the energy supply. This Programme has been bolstered by therivafiBtnancevhich
haseliminated tariffs on solar equipment, making it more affordable for persons in lower

income categories;

iii.  Eliminating duties on solar kits upon application to the Ministry of Finance. Presently
solar panels are duty free, and thésv allowance will promote the uségreen energy.

DNV KEMA, 2013.

80 DNV KEMA, 2013.

81 Bahamas National Energy Policy 202833

82 http://www.bahamaselectricity.com/ssrg.html
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iv.  Improvingthe reliability of the BPL network by expanding the use of Advanced Meter
Infrastructure (AMI). This technology would allow technicians to better identify sources
and locations of druptions in the network at the micro level to more rapidly reconnect
individual customers. This AMI would support the current technology used to monitor

network disruptions at the macro level.

V. Increasingaccess to electricity for persons inetlower income categories, through
facilitating BPLOSs -padpmeeting & provieneleatricity selviee. u s e
This would allow persons who have been disconnected from the grid to access reliable
energy up to the limit which they can @ffl. Use of this technology also supports the
practice of ensuring better financial practices by preventing consumers accumulating large

and unsustainable credit balances.

Partnerships

vi.  Signing on to he Small Island Developing States (SIDS) SustainBhkrgy mechanism
T SID DOCK in 2014, designed to provide the country with access to grant funding to
finance the transformation of the country
increase in energy efficiency and to generate at least 50% of epextréc from renewable

energy resources and a 25% decrease in conventional f&&l use

vii.  Entering into a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the Carbon War Room
(CWR), a norprofit organization based in Washington D.C in 2014, for assistance with
transitng The Bahamas from a heavy dependence on fossil fuels to use of renewable
energy resources. Pursuant to the MOU, CWR will assist The Bahamas with projects
which include:

1 developing solar farm programmes of up to 20MW across a number of islands
(Eleuthera Andros, Cat Island, Acklins, Bimini, Inagua, Crooked Island, Exuma,

and Long Island); and

83 Ministry of Environment and Housing, Fulfilling the Charter, A Progress Report2012. Government of The Bahamas p. 11



viii.  Facilitating an energy efficiency audit and a Solar PV installation viability assessment at
the Anatol Rodgers Schd@. In 2017, the Anatol Rodgers High Schoolsnamoved
from the electrical grid by outfitting it with a 300 kW photovoltaic system. The project will
serve as a blueprint for how other public buildings, particularly, the more than 150 public

schools throughout The Bahamas, can be systematically rerfrome the electrical grid.

Key Legislation/Legislative Reform Efforts
iX. Introducinga | egi sl ative package to facilitate

legislation includes the Electricity Act 2015, Utilities and Competition Amendment Act

2015 and the Electricity Rate Reduction Bond Act 291%he purpose of the legislation

are as follows:

1 The Electricity Act 2015, inter alia, overhauls the energy sector and establishes a
sector policy governing the supply of electricity consistent with tiasgaf the
National Energy Policy and creates an electricity supply regime that promotes
diversification and competition in the generation, supply and distribution of

electricity;

1 The Utilities Regulationand Competition Amendment Act 2015 amends the
Utilities Regulation and Competition Authority Act 2009 to enable URCA to fulfil

its functions as independent regulator of the electricity sector; and

1 The Electricity Rate Reduction Bond Act 2015, inter alia: provides a legal
framework for the issuance aneddlemption of securitised rate reduction bonds to
satisfy certain debts of The Bahamas Electricity Corpordftimmd reforms the
electricity sector and the institution of a new electricity supply regime in The

Bahamas.

84 Ministry of Environment and Housing, Fulfilling the Charter, A Progress Report2012. Government of The Bahamas p. 11
8 Government of The Bahamas Official website
8 The public corporation responsible for supplying elecripiior to Bahamas Power and Light
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Challenges Faced Implementing SDG7 Pgrammes

The key challenges with implementing SDf&efate to
1 Maintaining the plitical will to aggressivelystrengthen the publicly owned electrical
company;
1 Consistent policy momentum and sustainable financing modetspiement renewable
energy programes through the countrgnd

1 Trainingof technical experts in renewable energy

SDGS8: Promote Sustained, Inclusive & Sustainable Economic

Growth, Full & Productive Employment & Decent Work for Al

The Bahamas recognised that economic growth is sacgedor the alleviation of poverty.
Inclusive economic growth will ensure the wellbeing of the citizens and residents of The Bahamas
through the promotion diuman rightsandthe creation of an enabling environment d@cent

work and securk livelihoods for all members of the societyncluding vulnerable and often

marginalised groups.

Over the past decades, The Bahamasdés economy I
and financial services, with tourism being the dominant sector contgoté#’o f t he count r
Gross Domestic Product (GDP), while financial services sector contritiveesly and indirectly

20% of the ¥OumeryédecG&GbDPs such as the country
for on average, 3P vhie the Agridulture and Bisheriesringudtses $&@ors

contribute to about, on average, 2.4% of the

Most economic activities are concentrated in New Providendee countryds most
island Grand Bahama, the second most popdiags&and hosts one of the first free ports of the
world, a special economic zontn Freeport, Grand Bahanfsland the role of thd?ort Authority

is to provide an enabling environment for the promotion of business development and industry,

8 World Travel & Tourism Council: Economic Impact 2014, Bahamas (NDP Working Paper on the Economy)
88 Bahamas Ministry of Finance: Economic Environment 2013 (NDP Working Paper on the Economy)



facilitating the creation of business clusters and encouraging innovation and knowledge transfer

leading to increased business development and competitiveness.

Many businesses indicate a shortage of the required skills within the local workidddenally,
the easef doing business in The Bahamas has been problematic with the country ranking in 119

pl ace on the World Bankdéds 2018 Doing Business

Key Interventions for Implementing SDG8

Skills for Current and Future Jobs Programme

In order to increase prodimity and to reduce unemployment, the Government entered $20 a

million loan agreement with the Int&merican Development Bank (IDB) in November 2Gd6
facilitate the rolling oulolmd itrheThHe&S kBdHamd Db
The programmeds objectives include, inter ali .
the provisionof job-readinesspre-apprenticeship and apprenticeship programmes and promoting

better job matching through modernization of labour intermiediaservicesi that is
improvements in software, hardware, infrastructure and training of personnel to ensure provision

of targeted quality services to the unempld&yed

The Government will, in conjunction with the IDB, enact legislation to establiskatarivl
Apprenticeship Programme designed to provide both theoretical and practical training for young
people. At the end of the training, successful candidates will be placed in various disciplines in

the labour market as Apprentices.

Decent Work

Additionally, in September 2017, the Government in conjunction with the International Labour
Organisation (ILO) Decent Work Team and Office of the Caribbean held-dawaorkshop on

the implementation of National Productivity legislation in the country. rR&kmp participants

included social partners and Government agencies. At the end of the workshop, a Plan of Action

% DB 2016, 6 Skialnlds FuotrurCurJdroebns i n The Bahamasd BL1037. Accessed at
[http://idbdocs.iadb.org/wsdocs/getdocument.aspx?docnum=40271687]



was agreed with specific timeframes that will lead to the enactment of productivity legislation and

the establishment of a National Produityi Council.

Public Employment Services

The Department of Labour in conjunction with IDB has completed a technological upgrade of the
Information Technology Network in the Public Employment Services Unit that will significantly
improve the delivery ofjuality service to members of the public seeking employment. This
includes upgrades in hardware and software anc

job seeker services are more accessible to the public.

Citizen Security and Justice Progranmei Employment

The Government obtained a $20m Citizen Security and Justice Programme loan from the IDB
aimed (as will be discussed in SDG16) at reducing the levels of crime in the society and which

includes aremployability component facilitated via thBepartment of Labour. This component

is designed to target young people between the ages of 16 to 29 with limited employability skills

and incorporates two mixed components to prepare the youth for the labour market through the
development of technical drsoft skills.In 2018/2019 the Government pledged an additional $1.5

to the programmeds budget.

National Training Agency

TheNational Training Agency (NTA) is keenly focused on reducing unemployment among youth
between the ages of 16 and 30 years.rfyear, a minimum of 600 persons aged between 16 and
30 are trained free of charge in vocational skill areas which include Microsoft Office, Quickbooks,
Allied Health Care and Auto Body Repair. The NTA also offers adult literacy and numeracy

training andfacilitates internship and job placement services with its partners.

Access to Financial Capital

The Government has recognised that the growth of small and medium enterprises is necessary for
sustainable economic growth and has over the years set opiegsuch as The Bahamas
Agricultural Industrial Corporation, The Bahamas Entrepreneurial Venture Capital Fund and The

Bahamas Development Bank. The aim of these agencies is to encourage the creation, expansion



and promotion of small and medium entergsighrough the provision of business incubation

support services, resources such as industrial land at concessionary rates, access to development

fundi ng, access to buyerso6 markets and the

small businesse

Small Business Development
In the 2018/2019 budget the government placed particular emphasis on promoting the
development oMicro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEspund seven key pillars.

These pillars are:

I.  Improving the enabling environmeior MSMES by facilitaing their interactions
with public and regulatory entitieg.g. easing the obtaining of licenses and
certificates as well as the use of digital platforms to fulfil tax and regulatory
requirements

ii.  Increasing direct financing to MSB& through the commitment of $25 million over
five years for measures such as micro loans, small business loans, grants and
guarantee facilities through the commercial banking sector;

iii.  Enhancing MSME business development support through the establishrttent of
Small Business Development Center.February 2017, the Government and the
Organization of American States signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
for the creation of ThéBahamas Small Business Development Cetftrahe
Centre willbecome part ahe Caribbean network of Small Business Development
Centres that will support the development of MSMEs in the region. The Centre
will provide technical support and training to assist in entregargal growth and
development of MSMEs. Assistance will inde providing MSMEs with training
in financial literacy and ways to access financing on adiscriminatory basis as

identified in the 2014 Compete Caribbean survey of the Bahamian privaig’sect

YFOAS and The Bahamas To Joi ntOrganiztiooohanedcanStatad: Dem®&nacy fompeases seaunitypan O A S

development, 1 Aug. 2009yWw.0as.org/en/media_center/photonews.asp?sCodigo=ZANE4 Accessed 5 Sept.

2017.
% Private Sector Assessment of Bahamas. 4Ateerican Develpment Bank, 2014, Private Sector Assessment of Bahamas,

www.competecaribbean.org/wgontent/uploads/2015/02/201he-BahamasPrivate SectorAssessment
Report.pdfAccessed 5 Sept. 2017.
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Additionally, the Centre will assist MSMEs with accessilocal and export
markets through provision of a global portal linking exporters in The Bahamas with
the worl d. The Centrebds work would hel
businessetsubsequent stages in their development and help them abtaiss
to new markets. The Centreds initiativi
and training needed by MSMEs to qualify for and gain access to credit or a non
discriminatory basis as identified in the 2014 Compete Caribbean survey of the
Bahamian private sectdf. The Centre is expected to open in August 2018.

iv.  Providing specific support for entrepreneurship and MSME development within
vulnerable groups, with specific funding and support set aside for youth;

v. Fostering a culture of entrepreneéupsand innovation with support for curricula
based programs and for new financial literacy and entrepreneurial programmes
within the school system;

vi.  Strengthening corporate governance and minimizing outside political interference
within MSME enabling agenes; and

vii.  Promoting greater linkages between our MSMEs and other domestic and

international sectors of the economy.

Additionally, the Ministry of Finance provideSmall Business Guarantee Loans to assist
individuals in establishing a small business andvipling access to guaranttdoans at
concessionary interest ratat commercial bark The loan cannot exceed BS$250,000 dollars

and must be repaid within 10 ye¥rs

Ease of Doing Business
The Government, took the following action to improve the eas#oofg business in the country:

i StartingaBusinesé:n 2015 t he Government l aunched t he

online portal for business licensing whicheates a single point of contaatd brings

together numerous government agencies involuettheé business licensing process. The

9 Private Sector Assessment of Bahamas. 4Ateerican Development Bank, 2014, Private Sector Assessment of Bahamas,
www.competecaribbean.org/wgontent/uploads/2015/02/2014he-BahamasPrivate SectorAssessment
Report.pdfAccessed 5 Sept. 2017.

9% The Government of The Bahamas. 2017. Ministry of Finance. [ONLINE] Availaiblhttp://www.bahamas.gov.bs/finance. [Accessed 22
September 2017].
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Government has begun dialogue with funding agencies to continue expansion of the
platform to allow for further integration and ease of the application prodéseugh these

initial interventions, the Government thémee has shortened the time required to secure
both new and renewed licenses, created a dimssand more citizenentered
environment and improved delivery. Upon completion in early 2019, the new system will
include the complete integration of systerhetween agencies and complete online
services, including the submission of applications and the reservation of business names

through the Office of the Registrar General

1 Reqistering Propertytn 2015, the Government began to digitize all deeds ares,titl

formerly in papetbased format, at the registry of records to create a publicly searchable
database. This makes the process of a title search and property ownership faster, cheaper
and more accessible to all;

1 Getting Credit:In 2016, the Central Bankf The Bahamas, in conjunction with the
Ministry of Finance, drafted the Credit Reporting Bill 2016 and the Credit Reporting

Regulations 2016 allowing for the creation of a credit bureau in The Bahamas. The
establishment of such a bureau will allow lergliagencies to better access the risk and
credit worthiness of potential borrowers and reduce the apprehension experienced by many

local banks; and

Paying Taxestn 2016, the National Insurance Board (NIB), one of the entities
responsible for delivery afocial protection, launched a new electronic platform to allow
businesses and individuals to register with the scheme electroffic8iynultaneously,

the NIB launched a platform to allow for limitegbayment of national insurance
contributions from busiesses and vendors throughout The Bahamas. As part of the
continued upgrade of services, the NIB has begun a project to expand its electronic
platform to allow for universal access to itp@&yment platform from any location or

bank facility. This will ircrease access for persons in remote communities.

94 http://www.nib-bahamas.com/UserFiles/HTMLEditor/RBC%200nline%202012. pdf
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To further promote entrepreneurship and encourage the formalisation and growth of micro, small
and medium sized enterprises, in 2@h& Government appointed a select committee of experts
with experience ograting within the private sector to provide recommendations to the Office of
the Prime Minister (OPM) with respect to improving the ease of doing business in The Bahamas.
The recommendations will be used to design additional interventions targetedcatgéuk cost

and time for doing business in The Bahamas in line with World Bank indicators.

Improvements in the ease of doing business has been elevated to a key priority of the Government

and wil |l be monitored by the Prime Ministeros

Economic Diversification

Recognising the need for economic diversification the Government has secured- a non
reimbursable grant with the Int&merican Development Bank in the amount of $500,000 to
finance a thregrear technical cooperation project to endethe utilisation of digital technologies

in the Digital Economy and the Blue Economyby Bahamian firms. The project scheduled for
three phases will undertake a diagnostic for each of the industries in the initial phase. Phase two
will consist of effots to promote stakeholder ownership and commitment and establishment of a
structure for implementation of the roadmap and communication campaigns to promote the

findings from the studies in phase three.

To promote industry growth in the 2018/2019 figmaiod, the Government will provide duty free
entry of goods for use in the commercial printing industry, as well as for processing and garment
manufacturing equipment without the need for specific concessions as b&ore&oncessions

have also been f&red to invigorate the air transportation sector.

A Climate-resilient and ecosysterbased development plan foSan Salvador

The Government, in conjunction with the IDB in early 2017, began to design a programme on
diversifying the economy of San Salvadoo ma ke use of the i1islandods
San Salvador is located in the south eastern area of The Bahamas, approximately 300 miles from
the capital of Nassau, New Providence. The islanchilagdges, mangroves, rivers and lakes.

These features contribute to the diverse ecosystem of the island, which is home to the endangered



San Salvador iguana; breeding grounds for grouper, conch, crawfish and the hawksbill turtle; and

a variety of seabirds. Many of these habitats are supportie lsyrrounding fringing coral reefs

and the 4,000o0t-deep waters of the Atlantic Ocean. The habitat of these ecological assets is
protected in five legally protected national parks. The island also boasts a rich history, most notably
asthesiteoftnti r st | andfall of Chr i stioGudnahaniaSsibwas mbus
then called by the Lucayan Indians who inhabited the island at the time. In 1992 the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) recognizedsthadi of San
Salvador as a AMonum®nt of the Quincentenni al

The San SalvadolDB programme which commenced in early 2017 seeks to provide two major

deliverables:

1 A Climateresilient and ecosystefiased development plan for the islafthis plan is

desgned to map sensitive ecosystems on the island and develop a strategy for sustainable
use and consumption of these assets. The data and information will also be used to ensure
infrastructure is developed in a resilient manner.

1 A Heritage resource consetim plan The conservation plan is designed to map out areas

of historic significance on the island, develop a strategy to restore and preserve these assets
and develop a strategy to exploit these assets in the overall tourism product. Such
interventionsivould include guided tours of historic sites, historieractments and other
activities.

The use and inclusion of the above master plans in the development strategy of San Salvador
shouldimprove earnings for the low income and marginalized commegnin that island It
would also providefor the sustainable use of historic and cultural assets and provide

entrepreneurial opportunities, particularly for youth.

BHFUNESCO Mo WNER@MNMonuentThe Bahamas Family of Islandsational Geographic,
www.bahamasgeotourism.com/content/unescmument/bah8DD8510073CBF9B2Bccessed 6 Sept. 2017
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Technical Cooperation Grant for the Sponging Industry

-
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The Government of
The Bahamas in
further efforts to
assist in the
diversification of the

economy in
December 2015
received a technical
| cooperation grant

through IDB for a
project aimed at
assisting spongers in

the country in

facilitate the following activities

i. Surveying the current state of the Bahamian sponge industry to look at the sustainability
and capacity of the natural resource.

il. Investigating avenues of sustainable growth of the industry for sponge farming and
expanded use of the total sponge.

iii. Educating and training the spongers in methods to grow their sponging businesses which
will involve technical and business training.

iv. Marketing and promotion of the Bahamian Sponging industry both locally and
internationally ®© maximize the opportunities for job creation and increased income.

V. Strengthening of the Fisheries Alliance Association to develop among the members high

standards of conduct, practice and responsibility in the pursuit of theit%trade

9% Inter-American Development Bank. 2017. PROJECT DETAILS. [ONLINE] Available at: http://www.iadb.org/en/projectsfproject
details,1301.html?query=&topic=&country=BH. [Accessed 22 September 2017].



Additional diversfication efforts

included the identification of niche

markets on the island of Andros based on
&-the islandds natur al c
&% Andros Master Plan project developed in

2015.

Picture 28. Fisherman on the island of Spanis
Wells, Eleuthera Island preparing nets before the
opening of the grouper season.

Legislative Reform
In 2017, the Government enacted the Employment (Amendment) Act 2017. The Act amends the

Employment Act 2001 to further protect employees by inter gliacing an obligation on
employers contemplating redundancy to inter alia, notify the Minister responsible and respective
trade unions of redundancy intentions and to provide for the prioritising of redundant employees
for rehiring. Additionally, the Gowament has amended the Industrial Relations Act 1970 by
enacting the Industrial Relations (Amendment) Act 2017. The 2017 Act now inter alia, extends

the powers of the Industrial Tribunal so that it can hear matters under the Employment Act.

Challenges Faed Implementing SDG8 Programmes
The main challenges to the implementation of SDG8 emanate from:
1 Reforming the educational and training sys®no ensure a workforce that is better
equipped for a modern Bahamas;
1 The need to broaden a relatively narrow taase to effectively fund development
enhancing infrastructurend
1 Delivery of policy reforms efforts, particularly to improve the ease of doing business in

The Bahamas.



Picture 29: Straw handicraft products from small businesgs in Eleuthera Island

SDG9: Build Resilient Infrastructure, Promote Inclusive &

Sustainable Industrialisation & Foster Innovation

In The Bahamagublic buildings, hospitals, roads, and recreation facilities are built under the
auspices of the Ministry diVorks. As with most countries, the demand for public infrastructure

far outstrips the budget allocations. Presently, the country does not have a comprehensive national
capital mai ntenance plan that | i sitosschedules, count
the cost of new construction, and priorities for new investrient®r does the country have a

capital infrastructural plan. Additionalhfhte maj ori ty of The Bahamas?®o
including its energy facilities, air and ggarts, major roads, and governmental agendget®cated

close to the coast on many of the islands. As sea levels rise and coastal erosion continues, this

infrastructure is asubstantial rislof being damaged from the effects of climate ch&hge

97 Working Paper on State of the Nation, InfrastructurethadEnvironment p. 77
% DB, 2011.



Picture 30: A New seawall being constructed on the Family Islands.

As amulti-island nationThe Bahamas relies heavily @g air and sea transportation networks, as
well aseffective Information and Communication Technology (ICfby, interactions between
islands and with the world\ll of these modesre critical to the economy, which is highly reliant

on financial services and touri€m

With respect to telecommunications, The Bahamas has generally good telecommunications
servicesand pricing is generally reasonable by standards elsewhegee are now three main
communications companieHowever, there are alsormimber of smaller wireless broadband

service providers in limited geographic arebs2016, the cellular mobile mieet was liberalised.

For the period ending 2016, the penetration rates for fixed telephony, broadband data and mobile
telephony stood at 32.05%, 22.81% and 95.3% respectively. A more useful metric for broadband

9 State of the Nation Working Paper on Infrastructure and the Environment p. 68



penetration, that is, the number of restidnbroadband subscribers per 100 households, was
73.8% at the end of 2016.

There are 31 free to air radio broadcasters, some of which only operate in limited geographical

areas®

Key Interventions for Implementing SDG9

Strengthening of Building Codes

1 In 2017, he Government announced that it would be

revi ewi ng t he countryos bui
greater resilience of structures from climate change,
flooding and sea surges. The government is also
preparing a comprehensive hazards map to enable

better planning including where necessarythe

| R, Sha introduction of no build zones.Requirements for
Picture 31: House destroyed by hurricane . .
elevated floors and concrete piles are also being

contemplated fonew construction iflood vulnerablezonesGreater emphasis will also be placed

on enforcemet of the building code.

Digital Bahamas Initiative

The government is engaging in preliminary discussions with the IDB on an initiative that will
enhance the countryés competitive advantage b
the Government.The project will enable Government to place emphasis on making government
servicesavailable online, increasing the use of ICTs in the public sector and increasing

transparency of Government activities while strengthening auditing and control mechanisms.

Energy
Included in the 2018/2019 agenda of the government are commitments of $5 million for LED

street lighting and $5 million for a solar demonstrapooject on one of the Family Islands.

100 Bghamas Information Services. 2017. BCB commissions Free to Air Transmission Tower. Press Release. April
251 2017.



Sea Ports
Recently, a $46 million project was approved for ttmnstruction of a modern port in

Cooperstown, Abactsland°?

Airports

In the last five (5) yearsiew modern terminals at theyiden Pindling International Airport in

New Providence have been construct®dher Airport infrastructural programmes include
program aimed at improving air transport connectivity and flow of people to the Family Islands.
Such connectivity will be done through infrastructure improvements by upgrading, rehabilitating
and maintaining selected airports to comply with internati@vétion standards taking into
account climate change considerations. The operatiatsisexpected to generate travel time

savings:??

Highway Maintenance Management Plan (HMMP)
The Government intends to develop a Highway Maintenance Management Plan jHitMP
will be updated on an annual bagike HMMPwill be afive-yearplan and will provide a strategy
to ensure that:

1 Asset records are maintained and updated

1 Inspections are programmed and carried out

1 Reactive repairs are identified and complete

1 The condition of asset is assessed and reported

1 Repair works are prioritized

1 Longterm condition of assets and budget options for maintenance ofaaieg@tspared

and

f  An emergency response plan for asset maintenance is acfi¥ated

101 Tribune Newspaper 2Wlarch 2014

102Inter-American Development Bank. 2017. PROJECT DETAILS. [ONLINE] Available at:
http://www.iadb.org/en/projects/projedetails,1301.html?query=&topic=&country=BH. [Accessed 22 September
2017].

103 Ministry of Public Works; Submissiong®Novemker 2017



With respecto long term plans for road development in the country, the Government intends to
take steps to ensure theplementation othe New Providence Road Improvement Project Phase

Il (NPRIP Il). The project is intended to promote theonstruction of majoroadway corridors
throughout the island of New Providence. Reconstruction includes improvemsigsage and

markings, street lighting, traffic signals and sidewafs.

Climate Resilient Management Infrastructure Program
The Government has received arldrom the InteAmerican Development Bank for the Climate
Resilient Management Infrastructure Program, {BH43) This project consists of 3

Components, as follows:

1 Component 1: Sustainable Coastal Protection Infrastructure. This component envisions
investments in coastal protection infrastructure on four different islands in The Bahamas

1 Component 2:Natural infrastructure for hazard resilience in Andros. This component will
deliver a priority investment from the Sustainable Development Master PlAndoos,

1 Component 3:Institutional Strengthening for Coastal Risk Management

Smart/ICT Interventions

In 2016, under the IDBunded Sustainable Nassau proj€et a study wasconducted,and
recommendations were made on how smart/ICT solutions would hengrdatest impact on the
cityos m&%Thegstioyshowed that some city agencies had already implemented or
plannedtechnological solutions to enhance systems and service delivery, most notably:

1 The use of centralized supervisory control and dajaiaition (SCADA) systems by BEC
and WSG% to better monitor, control, and respond to system challenges;

f The use of smart meters (residential and commercial) by BEC and%yv&@i

YMinistry of Publ i ¢tNowmhek268ld Submi ssions 3

W (alsoknownaste Emerging Sustainable Cities Initiative) foctl
three pillarsurban development, the environment and climate change anlsiistainability.

106|1DB. 2016. Smart City Readiness Assessment (Nassau, Bahamas). Emerging and Sustainable Cities Program.
December 82016.

107 Bahamas Weekly. 2016.

108 |hid 168



1 The use of closeircuit television (CCTV) and centralized control, monitoriagd

emergency response systems by ®™he Bahamasbd

The study proposed an action plan for the city of Nassau to centralise critical information and
facilitate realtime communication and collaboration across city agencies im tovd&ldress
potential problems before they occur. The recommendations focused on the areas of natural

disaster management, public safety, citizen security, energy and transportation.services

The Government ialso workingwith the International Telecomumications Union and URCA to
devel op a Smart Bahamas Master Plan (6BSmart ¢
objective of the Master Plan would be the unified and integraéselopment of all elements

related to Information and Communicationiec ol ogi es t hat support The
goals

Building Confidence and Security in the use of ICTs (Cybersecurity)

The critical nature of ICT infrastructure and associated applications to economic and social
activities require adequate measureaddress the risks and vulnerabilities that have an impact on
confidence and security in the use of ICTs. A Cyber Crime Lab was created in the Central
Detectives Unit of the Royal Bahamas Police Force to investigate criminal breaches of the
following pieces of legislation: Computer Misuse Act, Electronic Transactions Act, Data

Protection Act, Communications Act, Penal Code.

As discussed earlier, the Government in collaboration with the IDB will implement a three phased
approach that will promote the beitgff the Digital Economy to Bahamian businesses. The aim

of the project is to encourage the incorporation of digital technologies in the business strategies
and the creation of new innovative technology based business models. It is presumed there will be
a need to improve the existing ICT infrastructure and legal and institutional framework in order to
promote investment in the digital sector as well as to use digital solutions to improve productivity

in all economic sector

109 Bahamas Weekly. 5 February 2016



Challenges Faced Implementig SDG9 Programmes

The key barriers to achieving SDG9 for The Bahamas relate to:

Overcoming the challenge to increase the provision of clean and modern energy ;services
Structural reform to ensure greater ease of doing business to unlock innovative
entrepr@eurial activity;

The development of research and innovation capabilities at the University of The Bahamas;
The need for a greater emphasis on climate resilient buildings and other infrastructure;
The need for greater private funding in transportation;

Continued investment in the countryds | CT

= =4 4 A4 -2

Better aligned and funded capital and infrastructure plans to support economic growth and

diversification.

SDG10: Reduce Inequality within & among Countries

Over the last few years, there hagibgrowing discussions about inequality and inequity within
The Bahamas. There is the recognition that a country cannot grow sustainably while some groups

are systematically being left behind.

One vulnerable group is migrants. The Bahamas is haatge populations of economic migrant
groups from the Caribbean. Many enter, stay and work in The Bahamas without legal
authorization. Childreborn in The Bahamas of nddahamian parents asemetimesinable to
obtain the nationality of the parentsorBahamian citizenship until they reach the age of 18 years
and some face considerableallenges meeting the requirements for citizenship because of a lack

of requisite documentation.

Discrimination against persons with disabilities and the limited emwiemt which allows them

to participate fully in society remains a concern. The Department of Statistics 2010 Census of
Population and Housing determined that there were 10,138 people with disabilities in the country
and that men accounted for 51.8% of ghapulation. The Census report also found that only 17%

of persons with disabilities 15 years of age and over were employed and that 72% of persons with

disabilities had no form of health insurance. The population of persons with disabilities is rapidly



growing due to the prevalence of roommunicable diseases which are a major cause of
preventable disabilities. There is, therefore, a continuing need to ensure that people with
disabilities have a voice, are afforded access to health care and employmé#mtdadss are
enforced. In 2014, the government enacted the Persons with Disabilities (Equal Opportunities)
Act, 2014 and in September 2015 ratified the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities with the aim of ensuring that pd® with disabilities are treated equally under

the law and can participate fully in society.

Cases of elder abuse amehjlect are on the rise. The forms of abuse inckatbal abuse, physical

and financial abugé,

Key Interventions for Implementing SDG10

Persons with Disabilities

In September 2015 the Government ratified the United Nations Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities with the aim of ensuring that people with disabilities are treated equally
under the law and can participat#ly in society. Some provisions of the Persons with Disabilities
(Equal Opportunities) Act, 2014 came into force in on fhefDanuary 2016 and other provisions

took effect on the ¥ of January 2018Proprietors of all buildings which members of tieneral

public are permitted to enter, have until the end of June 2016 to ensure that their properties have
adequate and accessible parking spaces for persons with disabilities and all public facilities have
until December 2017 to ensure that their buidgdi are accessible to persons with disabilities.

Migrants Rights
There has been a policy commitment to expedite the processing of residency and citizenship

applications for eligible noBahamiang!!

Pro-Poor Policies
The Gover nment 6 gnitidtiGeisa pilGtypreject whitheargets conhmunities which

have been most left behind in terms of prosperity. Specific elements of this programme target

110 Maycock Denise, Ministry Considers Legison To Protect The Elderly, 16 May 2016, Tribune Newspaper
111 Seehttps://thenassauguardian.com/2017/12/19apporteuurgesrefugeelegislation/
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productivity improvements in this community. In 2015, the minimum wage was increased by 40%
from $150 per week to $210 per week. The increase was agreed by the Tripartite Council

consisting of the Government, Employers and Workers representatives.

Challenges Faced Implementing SDG10 Programmes
The challenges associated with the implementation of SD&Aat to the following:
1 Limited public awareness regarding to the needs of vulnegablgsin the country
1 Sustainable financial models for strengthening the social protection.floors
1 Negative igma associated with being a migrant
1 Continuous produstity improvements related to education and training so that the most
economically vulnerable are able to benefit from improvements in the economy.
1 Limited data and research that highlights challenges and context of marginalised

communities

SDG11: Make C ities Inclusive, Safe, Resilient & Sustainable

More than70% of theBahamianpopulation resides in New Providengeh e countr ydés

urbanized islandndeed, this is consistent widontemporary trends global urbanization.

In New Providence, tranept challenges tend to be similar to those faced by many urban areas
around the world. Public ground transportation is limited to privatelyned buses referred to as
Ajitneysd operating on government deiflimtedd r out
bus coverage for unprofitable routes and during the evening hours. This hasvedriiance

on personal vehicleand traffic congestion. Additionally, cycling is almost nonexistent

particularlywith alack of designateaycling lanes*?

Themanagement of solid waste is an ongoing concern throughout the country and particularly in
New Providence due to the conditiontbe landfill. The Department of Environmental Health
Services (DEHS) estimates that in The Bahamas, 660 million pd@888$00 tonnes) of solid

waste are discarded from packaging, waste food, and other thrown away items &rin(Tily

112 McDonald Mott 2000 p.22
13 Thomas, A et al., 2015.



country has limited recycling practiceswith landfills taking up valuable spacethat becomes
unusablégor extendedperiodsafterthelandills reachmaximumcapacity'4. Dump fires in The
Bahamas have become an almost annual event, with as many as 17 acres burned in JaHdary 2015
A recentrequest for proposals (RFRgasissuedn 2017to seek newnanagenent forthe landfill.

There isaneed to address sanitation and housing challepgescularly in urbanized area®ver

the years there has been a steady incieas®rmal settlemerst The najority of theseinformal
settlementsre found on Crowr Publicland. Theyexist in thecapital Nassau, Abaco Island,
Exuma Island and Eleuthét& The housing structures in these towns are generally informally
organised, overcrowded with ille@glconstructedstructures builtwith nondurable hazardous
material, without proper sewage disposgstems and access to waltEr.The results of a 2018
survey of informal settlements on New Providence revealedthiea¢ were 1,410 residents
residing in the Shanty Towns and a total of 428 households. Thirty eight percent (536) of the
residents were wter the age of 18 arsikty two percent (874) are adults. Among the 428 heads
of households who were interviewetl% had legal statua The Bahamas23% unknown and

6% were undocumented. Sixty eight percent (68%) or 600 of the adult population reported

working in the last six months and 76% of the households reported total weekly income of under
$400118

Picture 32 An informal settlement in New Providence Photo Credit: D.E.H.S Shanty Town Project 2013

14Thomas, A et al., 2015.

115 Scavella, Nico 2015

116 Ministry of Environment and Housing 2013, Shanty Town Project. Accessed at: [http:/eh.goxcbstemt/uploads/2016/10/Shastgpwn-
BahamasReport.pdf]

117 Departnent of Environmental Health and Services 2013 p.26

118 SeeShanty Town Statement and Repor



There is also aeedfor more green and public spacesNew Providenceparticularly inthe

historical and often marginalised communiti€dreen and public spaces wibht only incentivise
community strengthening but provide an enabling environmeehhance the quality offé of

residents anéncourage physical activity, creativity and innovation.

There is a need to strengthen land use planning in New Provid€heeUnited StateBlational
Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) images in Figuseow urban growthni New
Providence from the time of independence in 1973 to Z0@&images illustrate trdeforestation
of mangrove swampr developmenhas made the island more vulnerable to stbfinsThe
report further highligtsthat the coasts show more constructespecially in the northwest section

of the image (seEigure 3).

Figure 3: NASA images show urban growth in New Providence

(Source: NASA Satellite Image)

119 Tribune 242, 18 March 2015, http://www.tribune242.com/news/2015/mar/18magasshowurbanrgrowth-newprovidence/



Key Interventions for Implementing SDG11

Public Bus Unification

A public Bus Unification Projecivhich formspart of the New Providence Road Improvement
Programme and funded by the Infemerican Development Bank (IDB) was approved by The
Bahamas Cabinet in 2010. The proj epplydte ai m
approximately 400 privately owned public buses serving 23 corridors under a single corporate
entity?°, In 2011, an Implementatio€ommittee was formed to unite all stakeholders
(government, bus franchise and individual owners), towards thiesemification discussidft.

In September 2014, a valuation of the unification of the public bus system was completed with the
involvement of the relevant parties namely, the Ministry of Transport and Aviation, the Road
Traffic Department, bus owners aad accounting firdf% In March 2016, the IDB confirmed

that the Government would start the implementation of the bus unification process through a pilot
project funded by the Bank to demonstrate how the bus unification scheme witfivoitkis
expected tht in addition to uniting the franchise owners and buses under a single entity, the
unification of the bus system will streamline public bus transport and inter alia, upgrade the buses
to make them more energy efficient and ensure that there is a good sygtem so that areas in

New Providence not currently serviced by buses are co\féred

120|DB 2012 p. 4

1211DB 2012 p. 4

122 Brown Geoffey 2014

123 DB Report as referenced in The Tribune Newspaper (McKenzie, Natario and Hartnell, Neil 9 March 016)
124 |bid and Lowe, Alison 19 October 2013



Solid Waste Management: Recycling Programmes

T Recycling programmescurrently under
! ~way in the country include fi C a fors
Ki dwhich engage€0 schoolsacross
the countryin acollectiondrive; it ships
150,000s0dacansannuallyto Floridal?®,
Other Civil Society Organizationsalso
promoterecycling. Bottling companies
andbreweriesalso collect, sterilise,and

reusetheir glassbottles.However,more

widespread collaboration is required,

Picture 33: Recycllng operatlon set up by the One Eleuthera
Foundation in Rock Sound, Eleuthera Island, Bahamas given that just one local soda company

generates five million cans of soda

annually?®,

Sustainable Nassau Project

The Emergingand Sustainable Nassau Project in 2016 launched a Nassau Urban Design Lab, an
urban regeneration plaarfthe city of NassaiwGentral Nassau Regeneration Plan, which envisions

a rehabilitation of the housing stock in #g@nomically depressdgrants Town community. The
proposed housing improvements would be complemented by interventions for community and
local economic developméat Additionally, the Ministry of Environment and Housing in 2012
established a Special Project Unit to investigate, design and implenpelity on addressing

informal settlements in the country.

125 Smith, Larry 2014. as referred to in the Working Paper State of the Nation on the Environment p. 76
1%6Thomas, A et al., 2015.
2Inter-American Development Bank, July 2016, Nassau Urban Lab, Central Nassau Plan Prepared for The Government of The Bahamas.



Picture 34: Rendering of a revitalized city block in the Over the Hill area of New Providence Island as part of the
Sustainable Nassau project.

The Ministry of National Security in New Providenes part of ongoing efforts to combat crime
in 2011and durimg the first phase of the CCTV prograimstalled 243 CCTV cameras under a
USD 4.6 million contract. Introduction of an additional 1000+ cameras is imminently pleorned
the New Providendé®,

As part of the Emerging Sustainable Cities Projg@study wasrepared on natural hazards and
risks (specifically inland flooding, coastal flooding and salinization of the fresh water table) to the
island of New Providence, where the majority of the population reskRiesommendations in the

study includedntervertions such as urban drainage, infrastructure upgrades, urban green roof
installations and mangrove restoration to reduce the risk of storm surges along the southern

coastliné?®.

128 Smart City Readiness Assessment, Dominguez, September 2016
129 Sustainable Nassau Action Plan Hazard Ristk Study, Environmental Resources Management Inc., March 2017



New Providence Priority Coastal Adaptation Planning Zone
I New Providence Metropolitan Center  [JIll Water

Priority Residential Sector Area B Ocean
] Priority Inland Adaptation Plannig Zones o
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Picture 35: One proposed urban land use plan for Mw Providence under the Sustainable Nassau Project

In 2017, The Bahamas launched a pilot emergency warning system to further build the resilience
of residents during natural disasters. This system allows the National Emergency Management
Agency (NEMA), Ryal Bahamas Police Force, Department of Meteorology, and the Bahamas
Information Service to disseminate emergency and informative alerts to residents and visitors via
SMS, email and social media platformEhe pilot, and subsequent consideration of a-k@nm

solution aims to increase access to information, particularly through the use of Information
Communication Technology (ICT), to help reduce exposure of the population to environmental,
economic and social disastefs

Providing Green Spaces

The Bahanas National Trust (BNT) continues to work with the Government of The Bahamas
(GOB)to havemore national parks established on and around New ProvidEmae are currently

six (6) sites managed by the BNT: the Harrold and Wilson Ponds NatiomkalBRerefish Pond
National Park, The Retreat, Primeval Forest, Perpall Tract National Park, and the South West

130 www.alertbahamas.com
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Marine Managed Area. Work continues to ensure safe and informative access for the public, as

well as opportunities for sustainable entrepreneprshi

Local Government Initiative for New Providence

Local Government was introduced to The Bahamas in 199@ major populated islands outside

of New Providence. In 2017, the Government of the Bahamas committed to bringing local
government to New Prowvahce by the 2020 cycle of local government elections. Building on
studies completed as part of the Sustainable Nassau project, a committee has been established to
make recommendations on the form of local government to be introduced to New Providence.
Moreover, the Government in its 2018/2019 budget communication committed $100,000 to

support this initiative.

Shanty Town Action Task Force (SATF)

In 2018, the Government appointe&laanty Town Action Task Force (SATF). This Task Force
conducted a suey of all ten Shanty Towns in New Providence over a-feeek periodwith a

view of assisting residents in finding alternative accommodations and closing these informal
settlements by 3%1July, 2018

Access to Affordable Housing

In 2018 the Governmenintroduced a landmark bill to provide affordable housing for Bahamians

titled Access tdAffordable Homes Bill, 2018. Under this bill, the Government intends to provide
serviceready parcels of land to individuals at a reduced cost on the islands ofreideRce,

Andros, Abaco, Exuma and San Salvador. As of June 2018, the first sale of these lots was made
available in New Providence with Family Island expansion beginning on Abaco. The average lot

that will be sold has a value of $100,000 and will blel $or approximately $30,000.With

additional savings incurred as a resaflduty free concessions on certain building materials for

home building, the Government intends to fAsigrt

Bahamas &%

131 Bahamians to get another chance at affordable hofgakamas Information Services Upela May 9,2018:
Accessed on June 7 20b8p://www.thebahamasweekly.com/publishfhsws
updates/Bahamians_to_get anotlvbiance at_affordable _homes58030.shtml
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City Clean Up Efforts

The Government launchedcearrup initiative
for New Providence and the Family Islands in
,5 October 2017. The scope of the clegmwill
involve removal of derelict vehicles and waste
within neighbourhoods and incorporation of

rodent control mdtanisms&32

Challenges Faced Implementing SDG11
Programmes
The specific challenges to imphenting SDG11

includes:

1 Thedevolution ofgovernance and decision
makingin favour of local actors

1 Strengthemgt he countrydés wurba

institutions to ensure that cities are inclusaée,
Picture 36: Launch of the Ove the Hill resilient and sustainablevith disaster planning at the
Clean Up Effort

forefront;

1 Resolving issues of overlapping and unclgmoperty claims, particularly in New
Providence, to allow for the upgrading of residences in economically depressed
communities

1 Better funding and policy reform to address the challenges of the prdsigportation
systems

1 Allocating the necessary fiscal resources to major infrastructural works such as drainage

andinnovative solid waste management solutions for the urban centres,

132 Ministry of Environment and Housing August 20Minister Ferreira calls on Bahamians to join Keeping Our Bahamas Beautiful initiative.



SDG12: Ensure Sustainable Consumption & Production Patterns

The issuef sustainable consumption and produci®a major challenge for The Bahamdhe
structure of a tourisfbased economy facilitateséao -tinee used production flow. The tourism
sector is also a major generator of food waste and large source of emresggnption.To promote

sustainable consumption and production, it is critical to ensure that all stakeholders are .involved

As a country with a small manufacturing base, almost all goods are imported resulting in an
abundance of packaging materials sashcardboard and wooden pallets. There is very limited
recycling of any materials (glass, tires, plastics, wood, paper and cardboard, etc) with the exception
of independetpickers who work the open face of the landlitycling mainly metalglassbotles

and gently used items that could beused.Sustainable packaging and consumption in recent

times has begun to receive greater focus.

For The Bahamas, SDG12 can only be achievkedn sustainable production and consumption
frameworks are integrateid public policyto influencepublic procurement for governments

sustainable business practiegthin the private sectand consumer behaviour.

Key Interventions for Implementing SDG12

Food Wastel egislation

Hand for Hungera NonProfit Organizatio in the country has drafted Food Waste Reduction
Legislation to encourage large food distributors and retailers to donate food prathicitsvould
ordinarily be disposedo nonprofit organisations through provision of tax incentives to those who

donae products.

Single-UsePlastic and Styrofoam Ban

I n coll aboration with the Chamber of Commerce
of The Bahamas announced in April 2018 its intention to ban single use plasti8syssfdam

use in TheBahamas by %l January, 2020. The Ministry is also planning to develop a national
waste management strategy. The Bahamas will also become a signatory to the United Nations

Clean Seas Campaign. This initiative will involve a major education and awsmamapaign.



Challenges Faced Implementing SDG12 Programmes
Thekey challenges to implementing SDG12 are:
91 Limited public awareness on the importance of sustainable consumption and production
practices and
1 Lack of a sustainable consumption strategic @ath accompanying policies to govern

economic actors.

SDG13: Take Urgent Action to Combat Climate Change & its

Impact

Climate change will have a significant
impact on all aspects of society within The
Bahamas and remains a key concern for the
Bahamian gogrnment and people. The
Bahamas is highly vulnerable to the impacts
of climate change given its geographical
vulnerabilities (limited land masses, lew

elevationsand dispersion of islands) and

Picture 37: Arial view of hurricane flooding on Long Island, environmental vulnerabilities (hlgh
Bahamas i
temperatures, storm sugjesea level rise,

flooding, increased tropical storm activity, and rising water talsfes)

The low elevation offhe Bahamas, with over 80% of land mass within one metre of sea level,
coupled withthe realitythat he maj or i t ysetdbefmentahdedevelapmeardtcuryears

the coastmeans that the country is extremely vulnerable to flooding particularly as a result of
more intense tropical storms, rising sea levels and water tables due to climate change. There has
already been an increase in 3y¥ar flooding events iThe Bahamas and several studies have

correlated the effects of climate changéh®increased, more intensified and destructive tropical

133Working Paper on Environment p.10, IPCC, 2014; Simpson et al., 2012; MoSpetesl., 2009; BEST Commission, 2001.



cyclone activity in the past few decades within the Caribbean Basin, with an expectecintreas

category 4 to 5 hurricanes Tine Bahama$®*

Higher sea surface temperatures and increasing ocean acidity will lead to the bleaching of coral
reefs and the erosion of coastal areas which can have an adverse effect on both terrestrial and
marine biodversity, with the loss of coral reefs putting coastal areas at greater risk of exposure to

incoming waves and storm surges. Water security will be at risk as saline intrusion and decreased

overall precipitation will contaminate and cause shortages to s@pplies and groundwater.

Picture 38: Coastal Erosion on Andros Island

Essential infrastructure, which is mostly located near coastlines, such as energy facilities, air and
sea ports, major roads and government agencietheiéfore be at high risk to theskects Sea

level rise threatens 36% of major tourism properties, 38% of airports, 14% of road networks and
90% of sea portsThis continues to put financial constraints on the Bahamian government and
will have signifcant impacts on core industries, especially tourism which contributes over 60% of
GDP, with expected losses of $8$946 million in 20567,

134Emanuel, K., Scudarajan, R. & Williams, J. (2008). Hurricanes and global warming. American Meteorological Sockay. 347
135 Simpson et al., 2010.



Key Interventions for Implementing SDG13

Paris Agreement

The Bahamas implemented the Paris Agreement on Noveftine?016, a step forward in the

fight against climate change. This agreement is now in full effect, meaning that states are bound
to curb their carbon emissions in order to limit global warming to well below 2 degrees Celsius
above prendustrial levelsand to pursue efforts to limit the temperature increase even further to
1.5 degrees Celsius. Critically, the special needs of small island developing states are preserved in

the Agreement3®

National Emergency Management Agency

The Bahamian government moues to
concentrate its efforts to build an adaptive and
. resilient country and climate change measures

~ continue to be streamlined into national policies,
strategies and planning. In 2006, a National
Disaster Preparedness and Response Act was
passed toestablish the National Emergency

Management Agency (NEMA). The agency is

responsible for disaster preparedness and response
policies, emergency operations centres, shelter management, identification of and precautionary
planning for vulnerable areas, disaxrsalerts, and hazard inspections. This has resulted in a more
comprehensive disaster risk management strategy which includes six steps of which four are pre
disaster phases for risk identification, mitigation, risk transfer and preparedness and t@st are p

disaster phases of emergency response and rehabilitation and reconstruction.

National Policy for Adaptation to Climate Change
The National Policy for Adaptation to Climate Change developed in 2005 established objectives
for adaptation and key actiortsat are needed to address climate change in various sectors

136 Seehttp://eh.gov.bs/gov initiatives/climathange/
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although progress in the adoption of the policy has been $lwsvUniversity of the Bahamas has
established &limate Changelnitiative (CCI) to conduct research relevant to the iss@urrert

work themes of the CCI includelimateinduced displacement and migration, management
strategies for loss and damage in small island states, as well as the impacts of international

agreements on bothe Pacific and Caribbeat?’

The Bahamas continugs participate and receive support at the international level to address
issues surrounding climate change. The Bahamas established a National Climate Change
Committee in 1996 as part of its obligations under the United Nations Framework for Climate
Chang (UNFCC). A public education and outreach subcommittee was established in 2010 to
increase public education about climate change which includes local NGOs and environmental
institutions. A project sponsored by the Irfenerican Development Bank (IDB) fases on
integrated coastal zone management to support the country in adapting to climate change and

reduce its vulnerability to coastal hazards.

Ministry of Environment Programmes/Policies/Activities

The Bahamas Climate Change Uwithin the Ministry d the
Environmenhas been providing leadership in combating climate
change through a number of initiatives. The Bahamas has passed
legislation, advanced policies and programmes to ensure that the
country is doing their part to reduce emissions. The Babias
reduced and/or eliminated tariffs on solar systems and energy
efficient applianceso encourage a move to the consumption of
clean energyln addition, The Bahamas has joined international

organizations that focus on increasing the use of renewable

Picture 40: Participant discussing the — energy, including the International Renewable Energy Agency
delivery of energy reform actions with

the Prime Ministe gndthe Carbon War Root#f

13"7see the Climate Chan ge | niti at ihtpe/dimatesharnpebahtneas.drgs?pageaid=6® scr i pti on of
138 Ministry of Environment & Housing, 201Bahamas Climate Change Unit. http://eh.gov.bs/gov_initiatives/cloretege/
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Bahamas National Trust

Ecosysterb ased adaptation is the Bahamas National
adaptation needs in The Bahamas. By ensuring thag #ne ecosystems protected, managed and
healthy we are able to ensure that they can adapt and provide beneficial functioning services into

a changing climate. The BNT currently manages over 2.2 million acres of protected land and sea,
and is workingwith the Government of The Bahamas (GOB) and other partners to establish more
protected areas; research and monitor the areas using species identified as sensitive to climate
change; develop climatmart management plans; enforce the management stsateggeore

areas as needed; and adapt the plan as circumstances change. The BNT has this integrated into its
latest strategic plan. The BNT will also be developing policy for the GOB to consider to assist

with reducing the human activities that exacerllaeimpacts of climate change

National Emergency Warning System

In 2017, The Bahamas launched a pilot emergeacly warning system to further build the
resilience of residents in the country during natural disasters. This emergency warning system
allows for the National Emergency Management Agency, the Royal Bahamas Police Force, the
Department of Meteorology, and Bahamas Information Service to disseminate emergency and
informative alerts to residents and visitors via SMS, email and social mediamktfdhe pilot,

andthe subsequent consideration of a lelegm solution, aims to increase access to information,
particularly through the use of ICT, to help in efforts to reduce exposure of the population to

environmental, economic and social disast&ts.

Challenges Faced Implementing SDG13 Programmes

SDG 13 is a call for global action on climate change and its effects. Within the®daP11

deals with the recommendations for climate change, natural disasters and resilience. The
Government of The Bamasrecognizes that integration disaster risk reduction into sustainable
development policies and planning is critical to build resistance to these natural hazards. The
country needs to overcome the challenges of managing and using natural resctanesbby

while guarding against the negative impacts of huawivity on the environment, unsustainable
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practices and invasive species which undermine the terrestrial and marine ecosystems. These

recommendations are critical for the survival of thisamat

The specific implementation challenges related to SDG13 for The Bahamas are:

1 Lack of collection of comprehensive spatial data and lack of a sea level and climate
monitoring network
Lack of adequate financing for building resilience to climate change

1 A lack of complete economic valuat®m f al | of the countryos
resources

1 Limited public awareness on the impaot<limate changé although this awareness has
been increasing given the increase in the frequency of climate relaats esuch as

catastrophic hurricanes.

SDG14: Conserve & Sustainably Use the Oceans, Seas & Marine

Resources

Picture 41: View of the ocean from Acklins Island, Bahamas




The Bahamas is overwhelmingly a marine country in both location and biological diversity and is
highly vulnerable to environmental threats tontarine resources. The sea comprises of about
95% of t he Bah ami%Yet, ligeemamy othep Qaiibbear islaadibgeBahamas

ranks among the most water scarce small island developing states in the world. In the Bahamas,
marine ecosystems inade seagrass beds, coral reefs, blue holes and open oceans which all provide
refuge and feeding grounds for fish and other marine life and supports habitats and vast oceanic
food webs. Corals and seagrass beds provide numerous ecosystem services su@hirges sh
protection, shelter, food, sand production, tourist attractions, and educational and scientific
opportunities. However, since the 1990s, environmental degradation and ecological vulnerability
has drastically increased, with many Bahamian ecosysineady depleted or under threat of

further degradation due to over extraction and fragmentation of natural habitats.

One of the wor |l do sheExumasCays llaadrand SearPaiks sstalalishedanr k s |,
1958and is managed by the BNTToday Marine Protected Areas (MPAS) are managed by both

the BNT at a total of 2.5 million acres, and by the Department of Marine Resources at 84,173
acres. The Department of Marine Resources has identified-bms#d impacts and coastal
development as a sigicant threat to coastal and marine environment. This is seen through the
direct impacts of dredging, removal of mangroves, landfilling, altering of beaches for human
activities, construction of unregulated buildings on coastlines and indirect imuentgdsticides,

sewage discharge and runoff. The removal of mangroves and dunes and destruction of coral reefs
further increases the vulnerability of local populations to storm surges and risileyalsaand

removes critical habitats for juvenile marirgesies.

lllegal, unreported, and unregulated fishing, including poaching by foreign commercial vessels,
recreational fishermen and violations by domestic fishermen, are common, with increased fishing
activities continuing to deplete stocks. There alsotioues to be concerns of oil spills from
existing oil plants and offshore drilling and gagich pose significant risks to the marine
environment, exacerbated by the many shipping lanes present within the Exclusive Economic
Zonet,

140 Breef. Conservation Matters Retrieved frottps://breef.org/marineonservation/
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Key Interventions for Implementing SDG14

Integrated CoastalZone Management Plan

The InterAmerican Development Bank (IDB}Yhrough investment lending and a technical
cooperatiorgrantin January 2015supported Th&ahamas to build resilience to coastal hazards,

ma i n | ) sttermgthen ithe policy, legal, regulatory framework and institutional capacity for
Integrated CoastaZone Management (ICZM) to address current and future vulnerabilities
including an ICZM plan and financial strategy for managing coastal risk; (ipaserthe scope of

and access to coastal risk information and risk assessment methodologies, and tools for use in
development planning and decision making; and (iii) promote the design and construction of
climate and other hazard resilient coastal infrastme with a view to reducing vulnerability and

controlling erosion, fPMboding and other hazar

In recent years the Government has addressed some of the environmental concerns by introducing
various initiatives including:
i.  Cabinet approval forhie expansion of the marine protected areas to 10 % from 3% in
201443
ii.  The release of a drainvironmental Planning and Protection Bill 20tb5the public

for commentary#* The Bill isintended to consolidate and strengthen environmental

protection and planingby establishing a new Department of Environmental Planning

and Protection (DEPP) and an Environmental Advisory Coufitie positive aspects

of the Bill include:

1 Provisions empowering the Minister for Environment to make regulations for
environmeral protection including, as specified under section 20 of the BiIll,
regulations for:
prevention or control of pollution or contamination of air and land;
protection of ecosystems integrity and diversity

protection of water resources and prevention or cbpullution of any waters

142 DB Country Strategy with the Commonwealth of The BahamasiZmL¥. Accessed at: [http://www.best.gov.bs/wp
content/uploads/2016/02/Country_Strategy with_The_Bahamas-220173pdf]

143 Ministry of Environment and Housing, Fulfilling the Charter, A Progress Report-2013. Government of The
Bahamas. p. 6
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1 The consolidation of environmental protection and planning measures under one
entity, a new Department of Environmental Planning and Protection. This means
that there is increased opportunity for cohesive planning and catainwith
respect to environmental planning and protection.

iii.  The Department of Environmental Planning and Protection will have both protection
and planning functionsProtection functions include:

1 Responsibility for environmental emergency preparesiagsl prevention;

1 Environmentaéducation and regulation and oversight of the Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) progrgmand

1 Environmentamonitoring

Planning functions under section 7 of the Bill include:

developmentiad application of land use plans for land resoyrces
development and application of a plan for conservation and development of surface
waters, wetlands and mangroves;
development and application of a national conservation strategy and action plan;
developnent and application in collaboration with the Bahamas National Trust and
the Department of Agriculture and Marine Resources of management plans for
protected areas and parks

1 oversight and approval of activities of water and sewage which could affectigroun
water quality

{1 the enactment of the Bahamas Public Parks and Public Beaches Act i°2014
establishing the Public Park and Public
include: managing public parks and beaches, maintaining public access to beaches
and conserving parks and beaches;

1 the preparation of draft Natural Resources ProtectionLBws for the island of

Grand Bahama by the Ministry of the Environment and Housing. The legislation

145 Ministry of Environment and Housing, Fulfilling the Charter, A Progress Report-2012. Government of The
Bahamasp. 9



seeks to promote efficient management of coastal resouragisulaaly sand,

coral, and other calcareous substates

Bahamas National Trust(BNT) and Partners

The Bahamas National Trust (BNT) continues to work towards marine resources conservation

through the expansion of the Marine Protected Areas (MPAS) syMtBrfy;management plans;

and marine resources research, monitoring and policy development. The prijgetiBahamas

Protectedis led by The Nature Conservancy (TNC), the BNT, and the Bahamas Reef Environment

Educational Foundation (BREERhdis working to ensure that The Bahamas meets its obligation

to have 20% of the nearshore marine environmestepted by the year 2020. This project will

also seek to progress towards effective management of these areas through the development of a

co-managenent polcy and developing sciendmsed bylaws for the MPAs

1 The BNT, BREEF, Shedd Aquarium, the Perry Institute for Marine Science (PIMS)

and other partners are working to ensure that the commercially important, Nassau
Grouper, is better managed througsearch and policy developmergsulting in

the enactment of a closed season during their most vulnerable time

The BNT and TNC is working on a pilot project entitted A Commubiged
Management of Conch in the Family Islands, to help reduce theesgeeline on

conch stocks across the archipelago. This project has begun on Grand Bahama and
will seek to improve the livelihoods of fishersvolve fishers in the management

of conch stocks locallyand create a sustainable fishery market for conch

The BNT, Pew Charitable Trust and the Shedd Aquarium continue to work towards
the conservation of sharks. Sharks were fully protected in 2011 following the
amendment of the fishing regulations. The BNT continues to: work with the
Department of Marine Resmes to have rays included into these regulations;
conduct ongoing education and outreach on these animals; and is working to ensure
better protection throughout the region by supporting other countries in the West

Indies also seeking to protect sharks ey

146 |bid p. 18



1 The BNT along with the Bonefish and Tarpon Trust are working together to ensure
the sustainability of bonefish, tarpon and permit through research, monitoring,
protected areas expansion and policy development

1 The Bahamas has committed to realigthe 2020 goal to effectively manage and
expand Bahamian Marine Protected Areas through a collaborative effort between
The Nature Conservancy (TNC), Bahamas National Trust (BNT) and the Bahamas
Reef Environment Educational Foundation (BREEE)This wilbe t h rtmieu g h 7
creation of 15 new parks and three park expansions comprising over 11 million
acres in totare.

National Maritime Policy

A national maritime policy to regulate maritime activities and use of marine resources has been
developed to provide fiamework to guide maritime planning and development. The National
Maritime Policy addresses the following key thematic areas:

Ocean governance to support future economic investments;

Regulation and enforcement of maritime space and activities;

Healthy and productive marine environment

Climate change and resilien@nd

= =/ =4 A

Education, awareness and participation for coastal inhabitants and visitors to the
islands

Cabinet approved the implementation of thiational Maritime Blicy in September 2017. A
Monitoring and Evaluation Framework to guide the implementation of the National Maritime
Policy has been created

Additionally, a National Oil Spill Contingency Plan has been designed to mitigate damage in the

event of an oil spill.

147 Nature Conservancy, August 20THe Bahamas Expands Marine Protected Areas by 11.1 Million Acres. Accessed at:
[https://www.nature.org/ourinitiatives/regions/caribbean/newsroom/caribis@masxpandsnarine protectedareas.xml]
148 Nature Conservancyugust 2015The Bahamas Expands Marine Protected Areas by 11.1 Million Acres. Accessed at:
[https://www.nature.org/ourinitiatives/regions/caribbean/newsroom/caridis@amasexpandsnarine protectedareas.xml]



Gerace Research Cene

With respect to marine research, GeraceResearch Centybasedn the island of San Salvador
conducts researam environmental matters including in the area of marine biology and geology.
Gerace receives about 50 groups per year to participaseprogrammes mainly from the United
States in the months of January, March and May. Gerace collaborates with the University of The
Bahamas in its research work and it is anticipated that the collaboration between the University of
The Bahamas and Gerae#l be formalised through the enactment of policies which facilitate the
recruitment of University of The Bahamas students to take classes at Gerace including, exchange
programmes at Gerace and the recognition of courses offered by Gerace by thetyoiVEhs

Bahamas.

Grant from Japanés Poverty Reduction Fund
The Government is the beneficiary of a $500, 0O
kind contribution from BNT of $56,000)The objectives of the three (3) year grant is to:
1 increaseand diversify sources of income for conch fishermen and communities through
valueadded conch products and alternative livelihoods;
generate local benefits from communitsgised marine protected areas; and

improve community access to sustainable canalkets.

Challenges Faced Implementing SDG14 Programmes

The following challenges are likely to be faced in the implementation of SDG 14:

1 Fisheries managemeifdice various challenges including: a lack of logistical capability,
personnel and funding andeaforce fisheries legislation

1 Funding challengesthe 2008 Sustainable Finance Plan for Effective Management of
Protected Areas placed the National Protected Area System budget needs $13.1 million, a
financial gap of $7.1 million*° Today the funding nescare estimated at $H15 million

annually, with an annual funding gap of-$Z2 million.}*®® The innovative Bahamas

149 Higgins, K 2008.
150Thomas, A et al., 20BL



Protected Areas Fund was established by statute in 2014 to address this shortfall, but since
it was passed there have been significant adtnative delays in implementing the fuld.

1 The Government of The Bahamas has indicated its interest in expanding natural resource
mining as part of its exploitation of natural resources. Mining will need to be sustainably
balancedo reduce unsustainabf@essure on this natural resource, further exacerbating

ecological vulnerabilities and social tensions.

Picture 42: Local fish for sale on Eleuthera Island

51 Moultrie, S 2015, Weech, personal communication, February 24, 2015.















































































































